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TO THE 


PEOPLE OF OLDHAM. 


Bolt-court, 17. May, 1833, 
My FRIENDS, 


Tue discussion on my motion rela- 
ive to Sir Ropert Peer, came on last 
ight between six and seven o'clock; 
und it ended about half-past eleven, di- 
isions and all; these divisions will be 
ientioned by-and-by more particularly. 
You know how many times both myself 
nd my colleague have explained to you 
he monstrous injuries inflicted upon all 
he industrious classes by “ Peel’s Biil.” 
twas our duty to bring this matter 
efore the House in some shape or an- 
ther; because there are many young 
en now, who have seen their fathers, 
eir mothers, and themselves, reduced 
h life; and who have not the most 
istant notion of the cause of the change. 
t was still more necessary to discharge 
is duty, in order to make it generally 
nown that the present distress, embar- 
sments, and dangers, have arisen 
om this source, in a very great mea- 
ire; anda really virtuous and sensible 
tofthe servants of the King would 
ve applauded us for doing this; be- 
use, by proving that the evils had 
sen from these blunders in law- 
aking, we prove, that they have not 
‘sen from any defect in the ancient 
d settled laws and constitution of the 
untry. You will see, however, that 
S set of servants of the King took 
ite a contrary course, and thought it 
ir duty to show their most bitter hos- 
Y to this effort on the part of me 
l'your other member, = 








As to the dismissal of Sir Robert Peel 
from the Privy Council, the thing was 
not worth a straw with regard to its 
consequences ; but, this was the most 
rational way of proceeding ; it was the 
way to ascertain whether he, who was 
the principal agent in the making of the 
mischievous acts, was able to defend 
those acts, or to offer an apology for 
them. It was the way also to excite 
the greatest degree of interest on the 
subject, and to call forth the greatest 
degree of attention to it; and, there- 
fore, this course was adopted. Others 
might have been chosen as the objects 
of our complaint; but, we chose he who 
was looked upon as the strongest man 
amongst all the blunderers. We were 
well aware, too, that both the partes 
would most furiously join to defend 
him, and by no means to spare us; and 
this was another reason for our making 
this selection, which we had a perfect 
right to do. 

I shall now give you, as nearly as [ 
can, an account of the speeches, which 
we made upon this occasion, and of Sir 
Rosert Peev’s answer, if answer it can 
be called, introducing, as I go along, 
first, the RESOLUTION which I 
moved, and afterwards a document or 
two, of which justice to the working 
people demands a promulgation. I do 
not pretend to give those speeches ver- 
batim, or anything like it; but I will 
give them with a little more accuracy 
than it is possible that they can have 
appeared in the daily papers: for, 
though the accuracy of the reporters is 
a thing quite astonishing, it is perfectly 
impossible that they, upon subjects of 
this sort, can avoid committing errors. 





MY SPEECH. 


Mr. Speaker, in rising to make the 
motion of which I have given notice, I 
will trouble the House with neither 
apologies nor professions: I make the 
motion because I have a right to do it, 
ee: “pecause I choose to exercise that 
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right; and, with regard to my motives, 
I leave them to be gathered from the 
tenor and the tendency of the resolution 
which I am about to propose. It ap- 
pears to me that the best and most con- 
venient way of proceeding will be, 
first, to read the resolution throughout ; 
because honourahle Members will there- 
_ by be put in full possession, not only 
of what I am about to propose to the 
House to adopt, but of the grounds of 
the proposition which I have to make ; 
and, when in possession of these, they 
will be the better able to judge of the 
soundness or unsoundness of those ar- 
guments which it will be my duty to 
produce in support of the resolution 
itself. [JZ then read the resolution as 
follows, and I here number the para- 
graphs for the purpose of rendering 
reference more easy. ] 


Resonven: |. That, according to the 
laws and customs of this kingdom, 
the King, our Sovereign Lord,can do 
no wrong to the whole, to any part, 
or to any one, of his subjects ; 
that, however, effectually to guard 
against wrong being, in his Ma- 

jesty’s name and under his autho- 

rity, done to his subjects with im- 
punity, the same laws and customs, 
which have, as our birth right, 
descended to us from our just and 
wise forefathers, make alland every 
one, acting in that name and under 
that authority, fully and really re- 
sponsible to the good people of this 
kingdom, for every wrong done 
unto them by any and every person 
invested with such authority, and 
that in virtue of such responsibility, 
the wrong-doing party is subject to 
such censures, pains, and penalties, 
as in virtue of the said laws and 
customs, the several tribunals of 
the kingdom have, in all ages, been 
wont to inflict ; that, if this respon- 
sibility were not real and practical, 
we should be living under not only 

a despotism, but an avowed des- 

potism, for the King being incapa- 

ble of wrong-doing, and his servants 
being responsible merely in name 
and form, and not in practice, they 
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also could do no wrong, and then 
the people of this renowned kino. 
dom, the .cradle of true liberty 
would be the most wretched slaves 
ever yet heard of under the sun. 
that, in cases where the wrong-doiny 
is committed by inferior functiona. 
ries, or is, in its effects, confined to 
individuals, or to small numbers of 
sufferers, the ordinary courts of 
justice have usually been deemed 
competent to afford redress to the 
injured ; but that, when the wrong 
is the act of a Minister of State, 
sworn to advise the King for the 
good of his people, when that Mi- 
nister of State receives as a reward 
for his fidelity and skill large 
sums of the people’s money, and 
when the wrong by him done is, in 
its effects, so deeply and so gene- 
rally mischievous, as to send ruin 
and misery to sweep over the 
kingdom like the pestilence, then 
there is, for the purpose of yielding 
justice to the suffering milli: ns, no 
power competent but that which 
is possessed by their faithful repre- 
sentatives assembled in this House. 


2.That, in the vear 1819, there had long 


been and then was, in virtue of (i- 
vers acts of Parliament theretofore 
passed, a paper-money in circula- 
tion throughout this kingdom, 
which paper-money was, in effect, 
a legal tender in payment of all 
private debts, as well as in the 
payment of taxes; that this paper- 
money, descending so low as (0 
notes of one pound, had been the 


almost only circulating money of 


the country, from the month of 
February, 1797, that is to say, for 
the space of twenty-one years; 
that this paper-money soon became 
depreciated to so great an extent, 
that the prices of commodities 
had, during the said twenty-one 
years, risen, on an average 0° 
years and of commodities, to about 
double the amount of the prices at 
which the same commodities were 
usually sold pares the issue -. 
said Jegal-ten paper-money j 
that the depreciation of the money 
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3. That, notwithstanding these premises 
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was so notorious and so amply 
avowed in Parliament, that divers 
acts were passed, during the said 
twenty-one years, to raise the al- 
lowances to the royal family, the 
salaries of the judges, of the police- 
magistrates, of the army, of the 
navy, and of almost every one in 
public employ, for the purpose of 
counteracting the effect of this 
very great depreciation ; that, du- 
ring the said twenty-one years next 
preceding 18:9, all mortgages, 
rent-charges, leases, setilemeuts, 
annuities, bonds, and other con- 
tracts for time, together with all 
wills and testaments, had been 
agreed on, settled, and made, on 
the basis of this depreciated mo- 
ney; and that, during the said 
twenty-one years, about five hun- 
dred millions of the public deb! 
had been contracted in the said de- 
preciated paper-money; that, there- 
fore, to pass an act compelling the 
debtor parties to make good these 
contracts for time, to the very let- 
ter, in sterling gold, must be, in 
fact, an act of confiscation against, 
an a sentenée of ruin pronounced 
upon, these parties; while, with 
rezard to the people at large, such 
act must, in reality, nearly double the 
amount of the public debt, nearly 
double the amount of all the above- 
mentioned augmented salaries and 
publie pay, and, of course, nearly 
double the real amount of the taxes. 


and conclusions, so indubitably 
true, and so clear to the under- 
standing of every man of common 
sense, the Right Honourable Robert 
Peel, then one of his Majesty's 
most Honourable Privy Council, 
did, in the said year 1819, bring! 
into the then House of Commous, 
and procure to be passed by that 
House, a Bill to put an end to the 
leval-tender paper-money, which 
Kill, unaccompanied as it was 
a any measure for the revision 
and rectifying of private contracts, 
and for thes 
engagements, 










itably| 


. 3 


adjustment of public| 


tending to produce that injustice, 
that confiscation, and that ruin, 
hereinbefore described, 


4. That, this Act, which received the royal 


assent on the 2. July, 1819, though 
it provided for what was called the 
gradual resumption of gold-pay- 
ments, began at once to plunge the 
whole community into pecuniary 
confusion ; that the prices of all 
commodities, and of all property, 
moveable or immoveable, began 
instantly to fall prodigiously in 
price; that mortgaged estates 
were, in thousands upon thousands 
of instances, taken from the owners 
and sold, in many cases, for less 
thaa the amountof the mortgages ; 
that, in other cases, fixed charges 
upon estates swallowed up the 
whole of the rental; while, with 
regard to leases, bonis, annuities, 
and other contracts for time, and, 
above all things, with regard to 
property dropping in to be disposed 
of by will, the demon of injustice 
seemed to have been, by this de 
structive act, let loose upon the king- 
dom, setting landlords and tenants, 
creditors and debtors, brothers and 
sisters, parents and children, to 
tear cach other to pieces, bringing 
down hundreds of thousands of fae 
milies from a state of competence 
aud ease, and many from a state of 
opulence, to a state of utter ruin 
and begeary, while all those who 
were living on the taxes, and who 
were, in fact, receiving double pay, 
were roliing in wealth, and lording 
it over the rest of the community ; 
and that, of all these dreadful effects 
of such a measure, the satd Right 
Honourable Robert Peel had been 
duly warned even before he brought 
in the said fatal bill. 


5. That, by the said act, gold payments 


were to be completely resumed, and 
the one-pound notes were to be 
wholly abolished, in the month of 
May, 1823; but, that so terrible were 
the effects of the afvresaid act, such 
were the ruin and misery'that it 
had produced, that, on the 22, 
July, 1822,:another bill-was, by 
H2 . 
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the then advisers of his Majesty (of 
whom the said Right Honourable 
Robert Peel was one) brought 
into the then House of Commons, 
and was afterwards . passed into a 
law, postponing the abolition of 
the one-pound notes for eleven years 
longer ; that an important part of 
the act of 1819 was thus repealed ; 
that an acknowledgment was thus 
virtually made by an act of the 
House itself; that it had, princi- 
pally by the said Right Honourable 
Robert Peel, been induced to act 
unwisely, and tu do great wrong to 
the people by the said act of 1819. 


6. That, if theact of 1822 had been wise, 


if it had put a stop to the wrong 
done and still doing by the act of 
1819, it came very tardily, it 
waited till prodigious ruin haa 
been effected ; but, that this act of 
1822, while it postponed the abo- 
lition of the one-pound notes for 
eleven years, left the gold payment 
part of the act of 1819 in full 
force : so that, while the issuers of 
paper-money were thus invited and 
encouraged to inundate the country 
with one-pound notes, they and the 
holders of their notes were left ex- 
posed to constant, and, first or last, 
certain ruin; that this ruin (of 
which the said Right Honourable 
Robert Peel and his colleagues 
were duly warned) was not slow in 
making its appearance; that, to- 
wards the close of the year 1825, 
the bubble, thus created by the law 
itself, began to burst, and that, 
before the end of January, 1826, a 
hundred banks had stopped, not 
having gold wherewith to pay 
their notes, the whole kingdom 
being thereby plunged into alarm 
and confusion, thousands upon 
thousands of families (descending 
to the very artizans and labourers) 
being brought down to beggary ; 
and, such being the state into 
which the country had been 
brought, that the Ministers them- 
selves declared, in Parliament, that, 
at one time, the country had ac- 
tually been within forty-eight 





hours of barter, that is to say, des- 
titute of all measure of value, and 


ina state of utter confusion and 
anarchy. 


7. That, with all this sad experience of 


the effects of his measures, the said 
R’ght Hon. Robert Peel (still one of 
his Majesty’s most honourable 
Privy Council, and then become 
one of his Majesty's principal Se- 
cretaries of State) gave his sanc- 
tion toa Bill (which became an 
act on the 22. March, 1826) for 
again abolishing the one-pound 
notes at the end of three years, not- 
withstanding the postponement of 
such abolition, provided for in the 
act of 1522; that, by this act of 
1826, the nation was again plunged 
back into the low prices, and, in 
effect, double taxes, produced by 
the unjust act of 1819; that the 
ruin and misery of all the indus- 
trious classes, and the wealth and 
luxury of those who live on the 
taxes, have gone on_ increasing 
from that day to this ; and that, at 
this moment, there appears to be 
no human being able to discover 
any quiet way of extricating the 
kingdom from its present state of 
unparalleled difficulty and danger. 


8. That, contemplating these mighty ca- 


lamities, thus heaped on his Ma- 
jesty’s industrious and dutiful peo- 
ple, and further contemplating the 
probable danger therefrom to be 
apprehended to the safety of lis 
Majesty’s authority and throne, and 
clearly tracing a great part of these 
to the want of knowledge in the 
Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel, this 
House, reserving to itself the right 
of adopting further and other pro- 
ceedings in the premises,deems itself 
bound, in duty to his Majesty and 
from an anxious regard to the well- 
being of his people, not to leave 
them again exposed to calamities 
and dangers proceeding from the 
same source; and that, therefore, 
this House will present a loyal and 
dutiful address to his Majesty, pray 
ing that his Majesty will be i 
ciously pleased to dismiss the Rig 
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Honourable Sir Robert Peel from | have youraction of damages against him; 


his Majesty’s most honourable 
Privy Council. 

[The Speaker wished to ascertain from 
the honourable Member for Oldham, if 
he had read the paper as a part of his 
speech ; or, whether he considered it 
in the light of a motion. Because, if 
a part of his speech, it was unusual in 
that House to read a speech ; and if it 
were a motion, the hon. Member would 
address the House, perhaps, in order to 
show how it could be regularly received. 
I said, that it was a resolution; that it 
began with the word “resolved” and 
then went on without any interruption 
tothe end. Mr. Speaker said that it 
would be extremely inconvenient to 
place on the journals elaborate argu- 
ments or pamphlets, I said, that though 
the resolution was certainly long, I had 
seen much longer moved in that House, 
and placed on the journals. ‘The House, 
however, might dispose of the paper as 
they thought fit ; but, in the meanwhile, 
I would proceed to show that the reso- 
lution was founded in justice and in rea- 
son, My friends of Oldham, you will 
see, by-and-by, the curious manner in 
which the House disposed of this paper, 
which, by-the-by, will be, by the time that 
you will receive this, in all the reading 
places fromAberdeen to the Isle of Wight. 
I shall now proceed with my speéch} 

Much has been said about ministerial 
responsibility ; but, for my part, I have 
never seen any thing like real responsi- 
bility demanded of any Minister. Re- 
sponsibility does not mean being laughed 
at, or scolded, by the members of this 
House. It means liability to punish- 
ment of some sort; and the least of 
those punishments is that of being pub- 
licly censured or reproved by some pub- 
lic authority. In common life it means 
lability to suffer in person or in purse ; 
and, not to use the word ignorance as 
‘plicable to the right hon. Bart., men 
are made to suffer, and justly made to 
suffer, for injuries arising from their 
Want of knowledge in matters which 
they undertake to perform. If, for in- 
stance, a person profess to be a surgeon, 
and you experience injury from his want 


though it may clearly appear that his in- 
tention was good. It is not of bad in- 
tention that I accuse the hon. Bart., for 
{ know nothing about his intentions; 
but, bad intention is not necessary to be 
proved in the case of the surgeon: it 
is only necessary to show that he has 
done injury from want of knowledge in 
his profession. Just so ought it to bein 
the present case: the censure of this 
House ought to be inflicted, not only on 
account of the wrong that has been 
done ; but also, in order to prevent like 
wrong being done in future from a simi- 
lar cause. 

I am sorry that the First Lord of the 
Admiralty is not now in his place; be- 
cause I counted on his zealous and able 
support upon this occasion. That right 
hon. Gentleman; in his place in Pur- 
liament, in 1829, frankly confessed, 
that he had been led astray in the case 
of the bill of 1819, by the doctrines of 
Mr. Ricardo; that he repented him of 
what he had done in supporting that 
bill; and that that bill was making us 
pay in gold a debt contracted in a depre- 
ciated paper. ‘The hon. Member for 
Knaresborough told us the other night, 
that Mr. Ricardo had lived to repent of 
his error. I hope that his repentance 
was deep and sincere ; for, as a political 
sin, his was the greatest ever committed 
by mortal man. An hon. Baronet 
(Member for Kent) made grievous com- 
plaints the other night about the dis- 
tress of the landed interest; but that 
hon.’ Baronet had supported the measure 
which had caused that distress, not see- 
ing that it would convey the lands from 
the then proprietors to the hands of the 
Jews and usurers. 

I now proceed to show how the bill 
has worked in ruining landlords and 
farmers, and in the starving of labour- 
ers. First, I shall state how it reduced 
the price of wheat. 
Price of wheat for the twenty-one years 
preceding 1819—11s. 8d, a bushel, 
1818— 9 74 
1819— & 7 
1820— 7 
1821— 6 7 
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But wheatisthe thingthat falls slowest ; 
it is soabsolately an immediate necessary 
of life, that the owner is able to keep up 
its price longer than any other article of 
farm produce. The price of cattle of 
all sorts fell mach more in proportion 
than wheat did in price. But, let us 
take the article of English wool, of 
which the followiig has been the pro 
gress downwards in price. 

South Down Wool, s. d. 
from 1797 to 1819 2 114 per lb. 
——IS5i9 to 1826 0 Ll 
—— 1826 tols33 0 9 

What, then, must the effects of this 
bill have been upon the farmer, the 
Jlandlord, and the labourer? In many 
parts of the country the amouat of the 
wool used to be sulficient to pay the 
rent of the farm. flow are farmers to 
pay their rent now, and without that 
rent, how are the jandlords to pay the 
interest of the mortgage ou their es- 
tates? The consequences have been 
such that the land bas passed away 
from its owners in innumerable cases ; 
and, though I verily believe there are 
many landlords in the House who have 
lost more than the half of their estates by 


this bill, yet I also believe, though they 
know that every word of this resola- 
tion is true, not one of them will vote 
for it. 

Not only has agriculture suffered by 
these proceedings; manufactures have 


suffered the same fate. 
irov, for instance. 
Tiish (British Pig) £. 8s. d. 
from 1797 tol1819 8 0 O per ton. 
——— 1519 to 1826 5 O O 
1826 to 1633 215 O 
‘Lhe iron-master had the same rent to 
pay: if he had mortgages, the same 
amount of interest; and every one must 
see, that such a process must bring him 
down to ruin; and this is what ought 
to have been foreseen by the right 
hon. Bart. Nor were the effects con- 
fined to the King’s European dominions. 
i was surprised to hear the right hon. 
Gentleman (the Secretary for the Colo- 
nies) assert, the other night, that the 
pecuniary distress.of the West Indians 
had arisen fromm their having produced 
too much sugar-of late years; that it 


Let us take 
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was over production, and not the avita 
tion of the slave-question. If the risht 
hon. Gentleman were to go to Preston, 
he would find that the greater part of 
those naughty pretty girls, whom he 
and Iso well remember, are now, for 
the greater part, become wives; and he 
would find them, in too many cases, 
obliged to drink their tea without sugar: 
let him go and tell them, that the West 
Indians bring too mach sugar to Eng. 
land, and that that is the cause of their 
ruin I was in hopes, that thisstrange no- 
tion was buried in the grave with the late 
Lord Liverpool, who, at the very mo- 
ment when hundreds and thousands of 
the Irish were starving; at that very 
moment, When we were called upon to 
subscribe to send them oatmeal and po- 
tatoes, declared, in the most positive 
manner, that the distress arose from tne 
over-production of food in both coun- 
tries. Before the right hon. Gentle 
man again ascribes distress to over 
production, | beseech him to attend to 
the progress of prices in coffee and 
sugar, from the time of passing the 
fatal bill. of 1819 ; which prices are as 
follows : 


Coffee, from 1797 to 1519 147s. perewt. 
Is1¥9to 1826 90s. 
1+26 to 1633 533. 
Sugar, — 1797 tol519 82s. 
IS19 to 1826 26s. 
1826 to1$33 29s. 

There have been failures of late to the 
amount of ten millions in India. Pe 
ple wonder what is come over the bast 
Indies: thousands upon thousands ot 
East Indian families are ina siate of the 
deepest distress. Indigo and saltpetre are 
the two great articles of produce in the 
East Indies. ‘The progress of the price 
of these downwards, in consequence ° 
the bill of 1819, will account for the 
ruin and bankruptcies in that country: 


s, d 
Indigo, from 1797 to 1819 7 4: per |b. 
1819 to 15@6 5 Il 
1826 to 1833 4 11 
Present price. .4 3 


N.B. None of dow quality now pr 
duced, as there was ten years ago- 
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‘the case of Catholic emancipation, and’ 


'~-- as ©. 


Saltpetre, from . 1797 to 1819 65s. 
I8iI9Dto 1886 —s_- BBs. 
1826 to 1833 28s 


Such are amongst the consequences 
of this first-inentioned bill; and for 
these consequences the right hon. Baro- 
net is answerable. Others were to 
blame as much or more than he; Mr. 
Huskisson,Mr. Tierney, and Mr.Rieardo ; 
but it was the right hon. Baronet who 
brought ia the bill, and what 1s more, 
he is now here himself. Had he been 
nothing more than a mere member of 
Parliament, that would have been an- 
other thing ; bat he was the author of | 
the bill by which this great and mighty | 
mischief was done. He was, too, a 
Privy Councillor at the time. What) 
mere members of Parliament said upon | 
the subject amounted to nothing. ‘The’ 
hon. Member ‘or Hertfordshire, for in- 
stance, said, upon the introduction of the 





bill, that, ‘if ever there was a moment 


“of his (Mr. Peel's) life, in which he was 
“most unquestionably and most emi- 
“neatly entitled to the graritade of his 
“country, it was the present one.” 
Ove of three courses must be taken 
by the right hou. Barenet: he must 
contend, that it was right to do all 
this enormous mischief; that it was 
right to bring down to ruin so many 
hundreds of thousands of families ; or 
that he is vot answerable for it seeing that 
it Was done by the Parliament; or that no 
such Consequences were produced by 
the bill, ‘The first two he will surely 
reject; and as to the latter, 1 shall be 
very curious to hear what faets and 
What arguments he has to bring for- 
ward to produce conviction in the mind 
of this House. Want of foresight 
Would be the best defence; and then 
he would have to account for ‘his con- 
duct in rejecting the warnings repea. 
tedly given him by the hon. Member 
for Whitehaven and the hon Member 
for Birmingham, also by the present 
reht hon, Secretary-at-War, and by 
the Bank Directors themselves.” The 
est way of proceeding, however, would 
he toimitate the right hon. Bart the First 

rd of the Admiralty, confess his error, 
“s be hiuself had mest lawdably:dune-in 


Chancellor of 
Althorp) stated the other night, when 
opposing the motion of the honourable 


other cases, especially that striking 
case, the voting for the resolution of 
Me. Vansittart in ISt1, declaring a one- 
pound note and a shilling to be equal in 
value toa guineain gold. Having so 
laudably and so successfully recanted 
upon these occasions, why not do the 
sume now; and, instead of being angry 
at this motion being made, call upon 
the House to adopt it, and vote for it 
hims-lf? This would be the best way ; 
and to something very much like this,” 
he must come, at last, whatever may 
be the decision of to-night. 

But it is not the bill of 1819 alone of 
which this resolution speaks. ‘here is 
the bill of 1822 to be answered for. In 
1822 the Government, of which the 
right hon. Baronet was a member, in- 
troduced a bill for the purpose of low- 
ering the value of money and raising 
the price of commodities. Every one 
knows what had followed from the pass- 
ing of that bill. The noble Lord the 
the Exchequer (Lord 


Member for Whitehaven (Mr. Attwood), 


‘that he should not deem himself an ho- 


‘nest man if he voted for that motior, 
Now Lask the noble Lord in what the 
measure ascribe) to the hon. Mem} 
ber for Whitehaven differed from that 
which passed in 1822 ? The two mea- 
sures were precisely the same in princi- 
ple. But there was something Magitious 
in the conduct of the Government in 
1822 with respect tc the country bankers, 


were urged to pat out their one pound 
notes; they were given to understand 
that they were to be allowed to issne 
those notes for 11 years; but when the 


the country in a more dangerous state, 
when Ministers were compelled to come 
down to that House and confess that 
they had brought the country to within» 
49 hours of a state of barter, the pledge- 
given to the country bankers was broken, . 
and Parliament passed the act of 1626 ; 
which L have always declared, and stilk’ 


declare, was the most unjust me 
ever adopted ‘by any assembly th the 
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world, except the acts passed agaj 


Parliamentary reform. (Hear, hear). 
The compact, the solemn compact, 
entered into with the country bankers 
was, that they should issue their one-| 


pound notes for 11 years ; but in 1826 | 


the right hon. Baronet came down to 
that House and advised it to put an end 
to the issue of country one-pound notes. 
The measure of 1826 brought down 100 
country bankers to actual bankruptcy, | 
and it half ruined at least 500 more. | 
After this they may talk as_ they 
will of the faith of Parliament 
and national faith. Why was not faith 
kept, I ask, with the country bank- 
ers? (Hear). But this was not the’ 
worst breach of faith. The great breach 
of faith was the return to low prices 
under the continuance of high taxes. I 
believe, that the right hon. Bart. was 
ignorant of the effects which his mea- 
sure would produce; but, as the plea of 
ignorance would not save a mischief- 
doing surgeon, why is it to save a mis- 
chief-doing minister? In the resolution, 
however, [ have not made use of the 
word ignorance; but of the phrase, 
“* want of knowledge ;” and that is, of 
course, confined to knowledge appli- 
cable to the great matters in question. 
As to other matters, I pretend not that 
he is destitute of a want of knowledge. 
In all other sciences he may, for aught 
I know, excel all the rest of mankind. 
In one science, that of prosody, for in- 
stance, it appears that he greatly excels ; 
for, I understand, that, the other night, 
after I had left the House, he told the 
House, that I ought to have pronounced 
the word rescind with i short instead of 
é long. I most willingly acknowledge 
the right hon. Baronet’s superior know- 
ledge in this science ; but it is not with 
regard to the measure of sounds of let- 
ters that I accuse the right hon. Baronet 
with a want of knowledge; it is of the 
measure of value, of which I accuse 
him' of that want; and of that want, 
there is not a man who hears me, who is 
not convinced in his heart that he ought 
to be accused. 





{At this moment Sir J. Graham re- 


re lturnad apd ais Seat on the Trea- 
those who petitioned that House for. 


sury Bench]. 


- 


. Iam glad to perceive that the First 
Lord of the Admiralty has returned. 
for now [ am sure that I shall have one 
vote, at any rate. The right hon, 
Baronet, in a very elaborate perform- 
ance, had insisted upon the justice of 
taking thirty per cent. from the interest 
of the fundholders ; and he justified the 
proposition upon the ground, that the 
bill of 1819 had given to the fund- 
holders thirty per cent. more than they 
ought to receive. He had voted for the 
bill of 1819, misled by the high autho- 
rity, of Oracle Ricardo ; he had made the 
amende honorable; but, to make it 
complete, he must vote for this resolu- 
tion. There is another person, too, who 
must not be forgotten upon this occa- 
sion; namely, the present First Lord of 
the Treasury, who had declared in his 
place in Parliament, twenty times over, 
that all the great difficulties of the 
country arose from the bill of 1819 
having compelled the people to pay in 
sterling gold a debt contracted in de- 
preciated paper. Well, the noble Lord 
has now the power to cause justice to 
be done; and why does he not cause 
justice to be done? 

It has been said by the right hon. 
Baronet himself, that there had been 
great distress as to the changes in the 
value of the money before 1819; and 
who has ever denied it? The Secretary 
for the Colonies has said, with an air of 
triumph, against the poor West In- 
dians, that their distress was stated to 
exist so far back as 1804. The right 
hon. Secretary was then a very little 
boy; if he had been a man then, he 
would have known that that distress 
arose from a cause precisely similar to 
that which is now in operation. The 
peace of Amiens had been made ; and 
the Bank of England had, agreeably to 
the then law, been preparing for a re- 
turn to cash payments. There was al- 
ways a state of uncertainty, = 
peace, as to the time when the Ban 
would be called upon to pay in gol; 
and, of course, [there were frequent 
‘fluctuations in the value of money ; but 
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this was all well known in 1819; the 
right hon. Baronet had had the expe- 
rience of all this ; and, therefore, these 
were so many beacons for him to shun, 
instead of examples for him to follow. 
In 1810 and 1811, in the midst of war 
and of loans, it was proposed by Mr. 
Huskisson and a committee of that 
House, that the Bank should be com- 
pelled to pay in gold at the end of two 
years. Out of Bedlam such a proposi- 
tion never was made before; yet, even 
the authors of that proposition, have 
in this House, been extolled to the 
skies. ‘The next defence is, as I gather 
from the debate on the proposition of 
the honourable Member for Whitehaven; 
that it was necessary to do something in 
1819; that it was necessary no longer 
to suffer the currency of the country to 
bein its then degraded and uncertain 
state. Whoever denied that? Not I, 
at any rate. Every man that 1 con- 
versed with at the time wished for a 
return to the ancient standard of value. 
But, does it follow that it was necessary 
that it should be done in that unjust 
and wicked or foolish manner in which 
it wasdone? If there be a mortification 
ina man’s foot, which, if left alone, 
will certainly kill him in time, does it 
follow that it is right tu cut off his head, 
in order to put a stop to the effects of 
nortification? And, did no one point 
out the proper and just thing to do? 
Was there nothing pointed out but the 
lowering of the standard or a depre- 
clated paper-money ? Had the right 
honourable Baronet no choice, except 
that which lay between the littleshilling 
and the worthless rags? Oh yes! there 
Was something else pointed out to 
him ; and that, too, by parties to whom 
he ought to have listened with the 
Breatest attention. In the year 1817 
about a million and a half of English- 
men and Scotchmen petitioned the then 
House of Commons for a parliamentary 
reform. But those reformers were not 
Such fools as to want a reform that was 
ma oe them nogood. ‘They petitioned 
¢ relieved from their burdens; for a 
oWering of salaries and public pay in 


Pportion to the then rise in the value| try 


of money ; they petitioned for a reduc- 
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tion of the interest of the debt, propor- 
tioned to the recent rise in the value of 
money ; they petitioned against being 
compelled to pay in sterling gold a debt 
which had been contracted in depre- 
ciated paper: they complained as the 
| First Lord of the Admiralty and the 
present Prime Minister have complained, 
jof being compelled to pay, in a high 
currency, debts contracted in a low cur- 
rency. In justice to those men; in 
justice to those reformers, chiefly be- 
longing to the working classes, I must 
beg the House to suffer me to reada 
small part of one of their petitions, 
‘sent from Hampshire on the 10. of 
‘February, 1817. 

With regard to salaries paid out of 
the public money, your petitioners beg 
leave humbly to observe, that they have 
‘only to refer to your honourable House 
to your own Journals, and to the Statute 
Book for the space of the last twenty 
years, in order to afford your honourable 
House ample conviction of the fact that 
the salaries of the judges have been 
doubled, that the salaries of the police 
justices have been greatly augmented, 
and that a like augmentation has taken 
place in almost all other salaries, and in 
the pay and allowances of an enormous 
military staff establishment, and that all 
these augmentations have been adopted 
upon the express ground of the aug- 
mentation which had taken place in the 
price of wages, in the price of all arti- 
cles of dress, in the rents of houses and 
land, and in the prices of all the neces- 
saries of life; and therefore, now, that 
itis notorious that these latter have all 
been diminished in the degree of nearly 
one half, your petitioners will not 
insult your honourable House by ap- 
pearing to suppose that you will refuse 
their humble request, that the above 
said salaries and pay may be immedi- 
ately reduced in the same degree. 

And, as to the interest on the an- 
nuities constituting the funded debt, 
your petitioners agreeing in opinion with 
a noble Earl of the other House of Par- 
liament, that the currency of the coun 
has been changed, that the taxes, 
which were imposed in a currency of 
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low value, are now eollected in a cur- 
rency of high value, beg leave to observe 
also, that the far greater part of the debt, 
which was contracted in alow currency, 
is now paid an imterest for, by the 
people, in ahigh currency. ‘Therefore, 
your petitioners most humbly pray that 
the rate of interest on the funded debt 
may be immediately reduced, in sucha 
degree that the fruit of the whole pro- 
ductive labour of the country may no 
longer be swallowed up by the dealers 
in funds, or, to adopt the words of 
& petition, received by the House of 
Commons from the town of Leicester, at 
the time of the South-Sea bubble, your 
petitioners most‘ humb!y implore your 
honourable House, ‘‘ that the last drop 
“* of the nation’s blood may not be poured 
“ out to be licked up by the cannibals 
** of Change Alley.” 








And, sir, what was the answer that 
these sensible and industrious men re- 
ceived? There came petitions from 
one million five hundred thousand of 
them ; and one single answer was given 
to them all; and that answer was, au 
act of Parliament, passed by the then 
House of Commons and the then House 
of Lords, to put them into dunzeons at 
the pleasure of two Secretaries of State ; 
into any dungeons in the kingdom, 
without their being informed of what 
they were patinto dungeons for ; and for 
keeping them in those dungeons as long 
as the Ministers should please. Ah, 
sir, that is not forgotten by those men 
and by their children; and happy 
would this House be if it could be ear- 
ried back to 1817, in order that it might 
follow the advice of those men, instead 
of inflicting unjust punishment upon 
them! ‘The Parliament that in- 
flicted that punishment, is, I thank God, 
mever to return; and it is for the pre- 
seat Parliament, which is, really and 
teuly, the work of their efforts, to do 
justice to those of them who are now 


alive, and to the memory of those of 


ahem who are dead. 

Befere I conclude, I must notice the 
ef-cts of the bill of i819 upon the con- 
dition of the working people through- 
eat the kingdom. 


To rue Peorte or Oupnam. 
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this bill flown over their heads, left them 
unharmed, I should have given myself 
very little trouble about its other con. 
sequences, and should certainly not have 
troubled the House with the resolution 
now before it ; but, having witnessed 
the ruin and misery brought upon them, 
and having, once heard the right hon. 
Bart. assert that his bill had mended 
their lot by making provisions cheaper, 
[ cannot refrain from describing the 
consequences of this hill to them; so 
mischievous have those consequences 
been, that, in my estimation, they sur- 
pass, and far surpass, all its other evil 
consequeaces put together. When the 
right hon. Baronet was speaking upon 
this subject, he forgot that lowering of 
wages could take place as well as low- 
ering of prices; andl will now show 
him, by adocument as authentic as any 
that can exist in the world, that his bill, 
while it was producing all the other evils 
which I have attempted to describe, was 
absolutely working the destruction, 
either of the bodies, or the morals, of 
the labourers in agriculture. The do- 
cument to which I refer, is, “ @ new res 
gulation of allowance to the poor,” 
dated from tne grand jury chamber, 
Winchester, 31. August, 1822; and 
issued by the authority of Sir Thomas 
Baring, two other lay-magistrates, and 
five other magistrates being highly be- 
neficed clergymen. It is signed by Mr. 
Woodham of Winchester, their clerk. 
From this document, which I care‘ully 
put upon record at the time, and which 
[ will take care shall now reach evety 
part of this kingdom, it appears, er 
these magistrates “ recommended the 
“ officers of every parish to offer three 
shillings a week from Michaelmas © 

Lady Day to every unmarried a 

and four shillings a week from Lady 

Day to Michaelmas, so that he may be 

engazed to work the whole ee ee 

any unmarried man refusing that of 
shall not be entitled to any relief. 

[{ must do the House the justice “ 
say that, in general, it discovered 8 very 
proper feeling at hearing this soot ? 

This “ new regulation” was atop 
i t of 1919; 
in consequence of the ac! is 
and, those regulations continued up 
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the fall of 1830, when they produced 
their natural effects ; and, though acts 
of violence and revenge are in very few 
cases ever tu be defended ; and though 
I, by no means, defend those acts to 
which I now allude, let me ask the 
members of this House to look at those 
reguiations ; to look at the hale youns 
man condemned to labour throughout 
the whole vear for three-and-sixpence a 
week, without food, without drink, 
without lodging, without anything but 
the bare three-and-sixpence. A hundred 
and thirty-five labourers (most of them 
anongst the best of the county) érans- 
ported, and most of them for life, leav- 
ing behind them seventy-nine wives, 
and upwards of two hundred fatherless 
children: these, in Hampshire alone, 
we are to look at as amongst the con- 
sequences of the right hon. Baronet’s 
biliof 1519. Teall not upon the House 
to ascribe any portion of this shocking 
result to the right hon. Baronet’s inten- 
ion; for it is impossible that he ever 
could have dreamed that such dreadfal 
consequences could have proceeded 
from that bill: what I aseribe to him 
is a want of that sort of knowledge 
Which he ought to have possessed be- 
fore he attempted to bring forward that 
measure. If, in sitting down, sir, I 
caunot boast of the forbearance of the 
House towards me, I have no wish to 
complain of the contrary. I have sim- 
Ply done my duty, in bringing before 
the House a subject of greater import- 
ace than any other that can be named. 
lave done icin a manner conformable 
With the practice of Parliament; and | 
How leave it to the House to dispose of 


the resolnr} : : 
“ resolution in aay manner that it 
Pitases, 





_The following is a copy of the pub- 
cation of the Hampshire Mayistrates. 


New Regulation of Allowance to the 
Poor. 


] oO 4 . . ¢ 

wie and for the division of Fawley, 

Se “ county of Southampton, at their 
,» Sessions, held at the Grand Jury 


hamber, Wj 
rust: 18a inchester, the 31. of Au- 


15rn May, 1833. 


_ Ata meeting of the magistrates act- 
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Present—The Rev. E:dlmund Poultea 
(chairmaa), the Hon. and Rev. 
Augustus George Legge, Sir The- 
mas Baring, Burt., the Rev. Wil- 
liam Hill Newboldt, D. D. William» 
Nevill and Geo. Lovell, Esqrs. the 
Rev. F. W. Swanton, and the Rev... 
Robert Wright, eight of his Ma- 
jesty’s justices of the peace ; 

And a large and respectable number of 

the yeomanry residing within the di- 

vision, who were requested by the ma- 

gistrates to attend on this occasion. 

The magistrates having taken into. 
their consideration the allowanees usu- 
ally made by this Bench to paupers ap- 
plying for relief, and the diminished 
price of every article of life, resolved 
unanimously, 

That in future the magistrates, acting 
at this Bench, in making their orders, 
either collectively or individually, for 
the maintenance and relief of such 
paapers, will not exceed the following 
allowances : 

When the family shall consist of a man 
and his wife, with one or two chil- 
dren; or a man with two or three 
children; or a woman with two or 
three children—T’o each of them the 
price of a gallon loaf, of the best 
wheaten bread, and 4d. each over per’ 
week. 

When the family shall consist of a man! 
and his wife, with three or four chil- 
dren ; ora man with four or five chil- 
dren; or a woman with four or five 
children—To each of them the price 
of a gallon loaf, of the best wheatenm 
bread, and 3d. each over per week. 

When the family shall consist of a man 
and his wife, with five or more chil- 
dren; or a man with six or more 
children; or a woman with six or 
more children—To each of them 
the price of a gallon loaf of the best 
wheaten bread, an | 2d. each over per 
week, 

And whereas a practice has been pre- 
valent amongst the labowing clusses 
to absent themselves during a part of 
the year when their services are most 
required, and to return after the har- 
vest, and become a burden to their re- 
spective parishes, the justices recom 
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mend to the officers of every parish, | 
when the family shall consist of a man | 
and his wife, or a man with one child, 
to offer to each such man, 4s. per week 
from Michaelmas to Lady Day, and 5s. 
per week from Lady Day to Michael- | 
mas, so that he might be engaged fo 
serve the whole year; and any man re- 
fusing that offer shall not be entitled to 
any relief. Ifno such offer be made, 
or no sufficient employment can be 
found whereby any such man can main- 
tain himself and his wife or child, the 
allowance is to be 3s. 6d. per week, 
and no more. 

To every unmarried man, the jus- 
tices recommend the officers of every 
parish to offer 3s. per week from Mi- 
chaelmas to Lady Day, and 4s. per week 
from Lady Day to Michaelmas, so that 
he may be engaged to serve the whole 
year; and any unmarried man refusing 
that offer shall not be entitled to any 
relief. If no such offer be made, or no 
sufficient employment can be found, 
whereby any such unmarried man can 
maintain himself, he shall be allowed 
Qs. 6d. per week, and no more. 

Toa woman with one child, 3s. 6d. 
per week, and no more. 

To every single woman, 2s, 6d, per 
week, and no more. 

And the justices do declare, That all 
paupers maintained and relieved by their 
parishes, and able to work, shall, for 
the allowances to be made to them, be 
compelled to perform such proper work 
as the parish officers shall direct or re- 
quire of them; and it is earnestly re- 
commended to the parish officers to 
provide as far as possible employment 
for all such paupers ; and if they neglect 
or refuse to perform the work found for 
them, they will be punished as the law 
directs. 

Ordered, that the foregoing resolu- 
tions be inserted in the Hampshire 
County Newspaper. 

f can T. Woopnam, 
Clerk to the Magistrates, 
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MR. FIELDEN’S SPEECH. 


Mr. Figtven, in rising to secend the 
motion of his hon. Colleague, begged to 
claim the indulgence of the House while 
he stated to them his reasons for doing 


so. He was actuated by no feelings of 
personal hostility to the right hon. Ba- 
ronet, who was the subject of the mo- 
tion, but felt compelled from a sense of 
duty to adopt the course he hadj done. 
Whatever were the opinions of this 
House on the bill of 1819, and the sub- 
sequent mieasures connected with it 
since, the prevailing opinion out of 
doors was, that it had produced misery 
and suffering such as were never before 
inflicted on any people so industrious 


and productive as were the people of 
England. His hon. Colleague had 
stated, that the taxes had been doubled 
since the bill was adopted, and he (Mr. 
Fielden) hoped the House would have 
patience with him while he showed 
them that the scale of taxes imposed on 
him, and the class of manufacturers to 
whom he belonged, had been trebled 
since the year 1515—the close of the 
war. He hada right to complain of 
this. A responsibility for having done 
this injustice rested somewhere ; and, 
believing, as he did, that it had been 
caused by what was called a return (0 
cash payments and a contraction of the 
currency, without any measure being 
adopted to reduce the taxes to the al- 
teration made in the value of money by 
the bill of theright hon. Bart. Hecom- 
plained of the operations of that bill; and 
as the right hon. Gentleman had in this 
session set up a justification of his bill, 
and said he could not shrink from the 
responsibility, and is still opposed to 
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that adjustment which should have 
accompanied it in 1819, he had a right 
to complain of him, He had heard 
that the right hon. Baronet’s father had 
warned him of the consequences of that 
bill, and had stated to him, that if it 
were passed, it would duuble the value 
of his funded property, but somebody 
would lose it: whether the right hon. 
Baronet had such a warning or not, he 
could not say, but such, he would en- 
deavour to show to the House, had 
been its effects. He would suppose a 
case, that a parent, at the close of the 
wars, had two sons, A and B, to whom 
he bequeathed the sum of 1,000/. each, 
to be vested in the hands of trustees 
until they came of age, with a di- 
rection that A’s 1,000/. should be 
invested in the ‘Three per Cent. 
Consols, which at 572. 10s., the price 
of that day, would purchase 1,7401., 
and that B’s 13,0002. should be invested 
in land. The present price of ‘Three 
per Cents. was 871. 10s., and this would 
give for A 11,5224. 10s. ‘The 1,000/. of 
b's, invested in land, was not now 
Worth more than 750/., so that the prin- 
cipal belonging to A was more than 
double the principal belonging to 5B. 
rhe interest the trustees of A received, 
from the time of the investment to the 
present period, amounted to 9391., while 
the interest upon B’s investment would 











not be more than 540/., so that the 
trustee of A now was in possession of 
2,462/. 2s., while the trustee of B had 
only 1,290/. Now, neither of these 
children nor these trustees had done 
any act to produce these results ; but 
A was now possessed of double the pro- 
perty of B. Were changes like this, 
arising from the alteration in the value 
of money, to be overlooked? Was it 
just? Was it reasonable? He would 
then proceed to show what had been the 
effects of the alteration in the value of 
money as measured in the manufactures 
which he (Mr. Fielden) produced ; and 
the intrinsic value of which is the same 
now as in 1815, notwithstanding such 
alteration. He should here have the 
support of the hon. member for. Essex ; 
who, on a former. night declared, that 
money, which was the mere measure of 
commodities, did not alter their value. 
To illustrate what he had to show to 
the House, he would claim their indul- 
gence, while he read to them a table, 
showing the prices of cotton, and of 
articles manufactured from it from 1815 
to the end of 1832. The table con- 
tained 12 columns, and he would first 
read what those columns contain :-— 

(Here the hon. member read his 
iable, which, with the references to 
columns, we here insert]. 


REFERENCES TO THE TABLE. 


: No. 1. Shows the number of pounds weight 
‘4s. calico. 


oo”, i 
~ The average price of cotton per pound. 
3». The average cost of cotton for one piece. 


of cotton required to make a piece of third 


‘. The average price of such calico in the Manchester market. 
». The average sum the manufacturer had for labour, expenses and profit, in every year 


-_ a 15 to 1832 inclusive. 
d. 


lie average sum for labour, expeuses, and profit, for three periods of six years each. 


7. The sum less per cent for labour, expenses and profit, in each of the six years than in 


the year 115, the close of the war. 


8. The number of pieces of said calicoes which 601. would purchase the fundholder in 1815. 


5 pieces per cent. 
10. The number of pieces the manufacturer 


years, 


'. The number of pieces the fundbolder was entitled to receive anaually, at the rate of 


has had to pay annually. 


11. The excess of pieces over and above 5 per cent. he bas had to pay in the respective 


\2. The simple interest on such excess from the year in which the mauufacturer had to 


Pay it to the end of the year 1822. 
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Here he had shown that the class of 
manufacturers to which he belonged had, 
atthe end of 1552, not only paid both 
interest aud principal, if the account be- 
tween them and the national ereditor 
had been kept in those manufactures ; 
but that they had overpaid the account 
by 11 pieces and 2-Sds of apiece. But 
how do the manufacturers now stand 
with regard to the national creditors ? 
They are told that they now owe not 66 
2-Sd pieces for every GO’., as they did in 
1815, but that they now owe 213 pieces 
for every GO’. Notwithstanding this 
he declared that, if they be fairly dealt 
with, they should be considered as hav- 
ing paid off the whole of the debt. 
(Hear, hear). Here is crying injustice, 


and for which somebody ought to be 
lresponsible. He would ask, is it right 
‘or ‘equitable that his class should be 
thus dealt with. The manufactures that 
‘he had been speaking of are wove upon 
hand-looms, and during this period the 
-hand-loom weaver has had his wages 
reduced from 4s. 6d. to Is. 3d., and 
looking farther back the result would 
be worse still. He would now read to 
the House what had been the effect 
upon those engaged in manufacturing 
upon power-looms, and with the most 
improved machinery during the same 
period ; similar results will be manifest 
{Here the hon. Member read three 
tables, which we insert]. 
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72s. Calico made by Power-Loom. 
lbs. of Price Cost of Value |Sum forLabour,| Less per 
Year. Cettun for! of Cotton | Cotton for of Expenses, Cent. than 
une piece.| per ib, | ome piece.| one piece.| and Profit. in LS15, 
i d. s. d, a d. a d. 
1815..cc0n | 5 191 8 8 |27 0 18 4 
19082 03 ee 5h gi 39 | 13 6 9 9 46} 
I83l.ecece | Sf 58 26|8 3 5 9 634 
| eS Sa . 





























Half-Ell Velveteens, 20 lbs. Weight, 












































ibs. of Price Cost of Value {Sum for Labour,| Less per 
Year. Cotton for | of Cotton | Cotton for of Expenses, Cent. thao 
one piece.| per lb. | one piece.| one piece.| aud Prufit. in 1815. 
d. s. d, s. d. e. d, 
1815. wccee 214 195 34 8 |100 O 65 4 
1824,..... | 203 si |15 7 | 51 8 36 «1 | «(443 
ISS] woe ose 213 58 10 0 | 33 4 23 4 644 
1892... ewe 211 63 ll 4 | 30 0 18 8 714 
30 Hanks Water Twist. 
Cotton re-| Price Costof | Value of | Sum for Labour,| Less per 
Year. quired for | of Cotton | Cotton for lib. Expeuses, Cent. than} 
Lib. Twist.| per lb. [Llb. Twist. | of Twist. aud Profit. in 1815, 
d- s. d. s. 4d. a «¢, 
O18, wives 1+ 194 i 104 3 3 l 4} 
Feet alte si | 0 93/1 8 0 10$ | 383 
1831......1 4 5g | 0 68] 1 0 0 sf | 67 | 
1832,.....] 14 63 | 0 7I.1 Of 0 5) | 63% 
































Now, it would 


appear that 


great| may not be resorted to? He therefore 


injustice has been done to manufac-|thought, on this ground, he was justi- 


turers in the cotton trade, and we are 
hot arrived at a safe currency. We have 
still a paper money, consisting of five- 
pound notes, ten-pound notes and up- 


fied in supporting the motion of his hon. 
Colleague. It may be said that these 
manufactures can be made cheaper— 
that cotton is cheaper. The right hon. 


wards, and what assurance had he, if| Baronet asked, the other night, how it 


the right hon. Baronet be contin ued one 
of his Majesty's Privy Council, that a 
further depreciation of the paper money 


was that cotton had fallen in price. He 
would tell the right hon. Baronet what 


perhaps might be worth knowing, that 
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a standard of value has been observed 
which his bill, bad as it was, had not the 
power to change, and that cotton was 
not cheaper. The manufacturers pur- 
chase their cotton from the Americans, 
and they now give them as many prices 
of the goods (contained in the first table) 
for the same number of pounds of cot- 
ton as they did in 1815, notwithstand 
ing the price of cotton here had varied 
from 193d, to 5jd. per pound, as mea- 
sured in the money market of this coun- 
try. For the cotton that would make 
70 pieces they gave 245 pieces in 1815; 
for the same in 1824 they gave 23}; in 
1831, 223; and in 1832,°6; and the 
average of the eighteen years has been 
233 pieces, for the cotton that was re- 
quired to produce 70 pieces. But it is 
said that we have had improvements in 
machinery, and that we can produce 

oods cheaper. Admitting thatit is so, 
what right has the fundholder to share 
with us in the fruits of our ingenuity, 
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‘lieved) said the other night that the 
) hands employed in the cotton-mills near 
Manchester, could get, on an average, 
iten shillings per week. If this be so, 
let us compare that with the average 
for the same description of hands in 
| America, who get 14s. 11d. on an aver- 
age for the same sort of work! Why 
is this mighty difference? Besides, the 
| difference is not on!y in amount of 
money, for the American hands can 
/purchase double the quantity of pro- 
visions that the same money would pur- 
chase in England. 

An hon. Member, we believe Mr. 
Egerton, rose to order, and complain 
‘that the hon. Member's speech had re- 
ference toa scale of prices unconnected 
with the motion. 

Mr. Firipren resumed. He hoped 
honourable members would let him 
proceed to the end of what he had to 
offer. He rebuked them for the im- 
patience of argument betrayed by them. 








and increased labour? He has none. If} He assured them he would not be put 


the debt had been fairly contracted, 


which it was not, he had no right to | 


any greater quantity of our productions 
than he could purchase at the time 
with the money helent. But he denied 
the right of Parliament to impose this 
debt upon the people, and saddle pos- 
terity with the payment of it. But, 
even if they had the right, Parliament 
is not justified in attempting to cause it 
to be paid in money of a higher deno- 
mination of value than that in which it 
was borrowed. ‘The war could not 
have been carried on without a depreci- 
ation in the standard of value,’ for they 
could not have raised the supplies with- 
in the year, and therefore it was unjust 
to resort to a depreciation of the stand- 
ard of value without accompanying it 
with a corresponding reduction of taxa- 
tion. It is said we are in an average 
stateof prosperity. He did not know how 
hon. Gentlemen made their comparisons. 
He had shown that we every year go on 
getting less and less for labour, ex- 
penses, and profits, for the manufactures 
we produce. It has also been boasted 
that the hands employed in mills are 
well off. (Hear, hear). The honourable 
Member for Buckinghamshire (he be- 


‘down by noise and clamour. He was 
sent there to represent the labouring 
jand manufacturing classes, who ex- 
| pected their case would be attended to 
‘in a reformed Parliament differently 
‘from the manner in which it was now 
received. He and they had hoped that 
lhe was sent to a deliberative assembly 
lto discuss and determine for the peo- 
ple’s good; but, when he went back to 
his constituents and told them that when 
he recapitulated the fatal effects of the 
right honourable Baronet’s measure®, 
and the instances in which their in- 
terests were sacrificed, to their ulter 
ruin, he was only laughed at by hon. 
Members, could they think that such 
conduct would give satisfaction ? Such 
conduct was very unbecoming, and ought 
not to be practised in this House. rhe 
best way to cause him to sit down would 
be to listen to him patiently until he had 
concluded what he had to say. He had 
other matter to state to the, House 4 
a reason for the vote he should sore 
this question. In 1829, during 4 — 
of severe distress, he and a number © 
other manufacturers met at osvaieentt 
to represent the distress that prevail’ 
in that district to the right hon. Barone’, 
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then Secretary for the Home Depart-|Roughler, containing, in the whole, a 
ment, and he would read the memorial | population of 19,869 individuals, there 
which was sent up on that occasion to! are 5,137 persons (approaching to one- 
their county Member, Lord Stanley, and | third of the whole), whose weekly in- 
the answer of the right hon. Baronet. | come, arising from labour, varying from 
But before doing so, he would just ob- | 18d. to 2s., presents an ar erage weekly 


serve, that this distress was so great in) 
the manufacturing districts, that the 
boroughreeve of the loyal town of Man- 
chester, for the first time in his (Mr. 
f.’s) experience, called a public meeting 


income per head of 19d.; and there 
are 1,743 persons (being one-cleventh 
part of the whole, whose weekly in- 


come, from the like source, varying 


in that town to petition Parliament to, 


memorialize the King upon the sub- | 


ect (“= 

‘To the Right Honourable Robert 
Peel, his Majesty’s Secretary of 
State for the Home Department. 

“ Showeth,—That your petitioners, 
decply impressed with a sense of the 
increasing distress of the manufacturing 
nd labouring population within the 


| 


| 
} 


j 


i 


from 2s. to 2s. 6d., presents an average 
weekly income per head of ys. 3d.3 
thus showing that better than one-half 


of the whole population do not earn, 


on an average, more than 153d. per 
head per week, from which there are 
considerable outgoings, leaving a clear 
income applicable for food, clothing, 
and rent, and other necessaries, of less 
than 2d. a-head per day. That, note 
withstanding this small pittance in the 


hundredofBiackbern (which hundredcon- | full income of so large a population, it 
ba 


ains, according tothelastcensus, 148,704 
individuals), have’ takea measures for 
the assembling of a few of the cotton 
manufacturers of that district, prepara- 
tory to which they had caused to be 
made accurate surveys of the poor in 
about half a dozen tewnships in which 
they might expect immediate cu-opera- 
tion in their object, and that such sur- 
veys being completed, they had in- 
tended to have prosecuted the inquiry 
upon a more extensive scale, But your 
petilioners being now assembled at the 
Buil Inn in Burnley, on the first day of 
May, 1s29, and being furnished with 
the several returns from townships here- 
ultcralluded to, feel themselves so alarm- 
ed with the result, that they are impelled 
at once to submit it to you without 
losing the time which must be con- 
sumed in obtaining more numerous re- 
turns, 

“That they feel themselves the 
More justified in this course, because 
they believe that the few returns already 
furnished, will exhibit a tolerably cor- 


rect view of the general state of the! 


trade, and of the population throughout 
the whole district. 

“That the result of these returns 
shows that, in the seven townships of 
Colne, Foulbri e, Tramden, Marsden, 





| 
| 
} 


j 





Barrowford, Higham, Goldshard, and | 





may be safely stated that they are, at 
least at present, in full employment ; 
but your petitioners are afraid that 
such full employment cannot long be 
continued, as even, according to the 
present state of wages, the manufactu- 
rers cannot dispose of their commodi- 
ties at a remunerating® price. 

‘That the property within the above 
township liable to the poor-rate is so 
overwhelmed with public charges that 
it does not at present afford more as- 
sistance in the shape of parochial relief 
than about 12d. per head per week in 
addition to the earnings—thus showing 
that, even including parochial relief, the 
weekly income of more than one-half of 
the population dees not exceed, on an 
average, 174d. per head per week. 

“That your petitioners ascribe this 
miserable state of the poor to the pre- 
sent very low state of wages, which are 
already under the lowest state which 
they fell to in the distressed times of 
1925-26, whilst the price of provisions 
in general is considerably higher than 
at that period. 

‘« That your petitioners do not venture 
to give any opinion on the cause prodac- 
ing this low state of wages, nor to sug~ 
gest any remedies for the same ; but 
they content themselves with this sim 
ple statement of facts, to which they 
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respectfully, but earnestly, entreat your | Lordship’s most obedient and most 
immediate attention. humble servant, 


(Signed) “ James Gaimsnaw, 


hex ; Rosert Pesy,” 
Chairman of the meeting. 


; ">" {The House would see that the memo- 
sina pn &S)\! rialists gave no opinion as to the ad 
On} pea or remedy fir the distress complained 
Nicaotas Exotanp, of; but contented themselves with 
Tuomas Kays, simply stating the fact, that a larce 
Bene. HAkGREaves, proportion of the work-people in Black- 
Wa. Boron, burn had less than 16d. a week for 
Lorp Massey, subsistence ; and he thought that such 
Wu. Cor.ass, distress should have led to an inquiry 


: rs 7 ; . . . * 
\ er Joun a into the cause of it; but it did not, and 
eply to this very reasonable and Mo-|ih. answer was so snistitahdey ta 


der: « 2S li 5 - iv i . . . 
ate request, the memorialists received | 4,, memorialists, seeing that there was 


tie following answer, in a letter ad- a notice of a motion by Sir R. Vyvyan 
dressed to Lord Stanley : for the 20. of the same month, for in- 
‘* Whitehall, May 13, 1829. |quiry into the cause of the distress of 

“ My Lord,—I have the honour to/the country, they sent up a representa- 
acknowledge the receipt of your Lord- |tion to that gentleman of the distress 
ship's letter of the 9th instant, and of | hat they had ascertained and reported 
the memorial which accompanied it, |tg the right hon, Baronet, and they soon 
setting forth the extreme distress of the | after received a reply from Sir R. Vy- 
labouring classes in the neighbourhood | vyan, that on the day the santion was Wo 


of Colne and Burnley, come on, there were not forty members 
“Ou the first mdication of disturb-|jn the House, and consequently the in- 








ance in the county of Lancaster, I took | guiry was then got rid of! ‘The right 
immediate measures for the reinforce-| pon. Baronet refused to inquire into the 


ment of the troops in the northern dis-| distress, but soldiers were sent by hii 
strict, with the view of affording to the} jnto the neighbourhood where it pre- 
civil power every assistance in the pro-| yailed, who ‘consumed the food which 
tection of life and property—and I ear-| was s9 much wanted by the labouring 
nestly hope that through the active mea- people. ‘The right hon. Baronet would 
sures of the magistracy and the com-/ not, in 1829, inquire into the distress, 
mander of the forces in the district, the | and he has, in this session, refused to 
public peace will be preserved. lzive his assent to inquiry into the dis 
“I need scarcely assure your Lord-jtross when proposed by the hon. Mew 
ship that his Majesty's Government! per for Whitehaven and the hon. Mem- 
deeply regret that state of suffering and! per for Birmingham, and these were 
privation, to which alone any disposition | additional reasons with him (Mr. F). for 
to acts of insubordination and outrage giving his support to the motion of his 
appear to be ascribed. hon. Colleague. . 
* When the distress is general, asis| An hon. Member appealed to the chair 
described to be in the memorial which} whether the hon. Gentleman ought to 
you have transmitted to me, it is very! be aliowed to consume the time of the 
difficult to divine any measure by which} House by digressing into subjects totally 
its immediate relief, or even the miti-|jrrelevant to that before it. 
gation of it, in any material degree,can| Mr. Fietpen resumed his speech and 
be effected. But I beg your Lordship! continued at great length to discuss the 
to inform the memorialists, that | shall} state of the poor and the rates of wages, 
not fail to bring the representation! pyt jn a voice inaudible in the gallery: 
which they have transmitted to me, ——— 
through your Lordship, under the con- » of 
sideration of his Majesty's Government.| I intended to insert the speec ot 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, your| Sir Rossat Pert. But, I have © 














ait 


he 


lly 


ind 
the 
1&5, 





421 


now room, without taking out matter 
which was already composed ; and, if 
I were to do that, 1 should not have 
time for the printing. 1 have put off 
publishing the Aegaster until to-mor- 
row for the purpose of getting my 
speech and that of Mr.Pietpen published 
in it this week. But, 1 will publish 
the whole of the report of Sir Rosperr 
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HUDDERSFIELD VOLUNTEERS- 


_ Curious occurrence! Upon going 
into a committee of supply on the ariny 
estimates, on Friday, the 10. May, the 
Secretary-at- War moved ‘ that a sum 
“not exceeding 103318 Las. 2d. be 


“granted to his Majesty for defraying 


“ the charge of volunteer corps in the 
* United Kingdom of Great Britain and 


Peev’s speech (as given in the Morning i Jreland, for the year, from the 1. day 
Herald), next week; and, then, I will) « of April, 1833, to the 31. day of 


publish the whole of the three speeches, | 


including the resolution, in a separate 
form, and sell the publication for diro- 
pence. But, I will first insert Sir 
Robert Peel’s speech in the egister 
As I could not obtain a_ hearing 
in reply tothe most monstrous calum- 
nies poured out against me by this po- 
lite gentleman, | shall comment upon 
his speech when Linsert it. If [ had been 
heard in reply, I would have published 
it without saying a word about it. 





** March, 1834, both days inclusive.” 


And, in moving this item, the right 
hon. Secretary let slip the fact, that ¢wo 
thousand pounds of this 103 thousand 
were designed for the raising of a new 
corpsof volunteers at the town of Hud- 
dersfield in Yorkshire. The question was 


asked, “* What was the necessity for a 
corps of volunteers at Huddersfield ?’ 
and the Secretary, Mr. Exvice, rose and 
said that he had found the resolution as 
His!he had moved it ready prepared in the 


speech was no answer tome ; nodefence | office of the Secretary-at-War, when he 
of the bill of 1819, or of either of the! took to that office ; this was his reason 
otier two bills. It contained not even | for moving it. This called up Captain 
ao attempt to controvert my statement, FENTON, " ho declared (irom one of 


of facts, or of my arguments on those 


facts. ‘There never was a charge that} 


remained so completely without an 
answer, I shall call the little publica- 
lon,“ Pern in a passron ;” for in so 
razing a passion, | never saw a man be- 
lore, since I was born. It was even 
ludicrous. The division was thus: 

Forthe motion...... 6 

Against it. ..cce0ee2298 
lncluding the tellers, I suppose it was 
300. 

"he names of the six: Messrs. Cob- 
bert, Jolin Fielden, Thomas Attwood, 
Patrick Lalor, John O’Connell, and 
James Roe. ‘There were some interest- 
ing Matters at the close, of which I shail 
sive an account next week. They are 
Very Important, as letting the people see 
~ this reformed Parliament really is. 
— — four more in.the minority 
expected. I really never ex 
teape anybody to vote for my motion 
ut Mr. Fielden and myself; and that 


Wa have been quite enough to satisfy 








the side galleries) that he knew of no 
such intention. ‘There was not at pre- 
sent any corps either of cavalry or in- 
fantry at Huddersfield. He had com- 
manded a yveomanry corps in that dis- 
trict from 1$29 to 1831, which had not 
cost the Government one farthing. If 
there was an intention of raising a corps 
of yeomanury at Huddersfield, he would 
say that there was not a place in Kng- 
land where such a corps would be more 
useful. In the last winter the conduct 
of sume of the operatives was calcu- 
lated to excite the most unpleasant 
feelings. Mr. Eunice said, that he 
should not object to strike the two 
thousand pounds out after the explanas 
tion given by the hon. Member for Hud- 
dersfield ; and that, if the resolution 
should be carried, he should have no 
objection still to strike it out. The 
House divided upon Mr. Huae’s motion 
for a reduction upon the whole amount 
of the estimates, and this part as well 
as the rest, was carried by the Male 
ters. After the division, Mr. Joun 
Fietpen wished to know whether 
the right honourable Secretary would 
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reduce the estimate by the sum of! On the supply resolutions being re- 
2,000/. granted for a new corps of vo- | ported on Monday, Mr. Fievpen rose, 
lunteers at Huddersfield, He was con-|and_ was attempting to address the 
vinced that no such force was necessary. | Speaker on the 2,000/. in the army es- 
True it was, that there was much dis-|timates for a new volunteer corps at 
tress in that neighbourhood, but there | Huddersfield, when Mr. Exuice inter- 
was no disposition to violence or acts of; rupted him, and told him across the 
outrage. People, though suffering se- | table, that he should take off the 2,000/, 
verely, were very peaceable, and, if such | when he came to the resolution; and it 
a force were raised, it would give|now stands in the votes as follows: 
rise to great dissatisfaction. He hoped, | ‘* The sixth resolution (volunteer corps) 
therefore, the right hon. Secretary|‘* being read a second time; amend- 
would subtract that sum from the|‘* ment proposed, by leaving out 
amount of the estimates, according to |‘ 103,318/. 13s. 2d., and inserting 
the promise he had made before the)“ 101.3182. 13s. 2d. instead thereof: 
division took place, He wished to be| “ amendment agreed to: resolution, as 
informed, too, who had made the ap-| “ amended, agreed to.” 

plication for such a force, and he should Intelligence of this matter was 
consider it his duty to move for the! promptly sent toHuddersfield,and the stir 
correspondence with the Home Depart-| that it created may be judged of from 
ment, unless such an explanation was! the following. The first is the placard 
given. Such a species of force he con-| which was immediately put out, and the 
sidered dangerous, and had very strong | next is the string of resolutions that was 
objections to any such being raised ;| adopted by a very numerous meeting, 
and it should not be forgotten what had! which dispersed, after concluding the 





taken place at Manchester in 1819, 


when a corps of yeomanry was brought | 
into action against the populace. The) 
people in that district, too, would have) 
the strongest objections to such as 


species of force, having fresh in their 
recollection the deeds that took place at 


business of the day, by voting thanks to 
Mr. Fieipen for his attention to the 
interests of the town of Huddersfield, 
aud by giving three loud cheers for 
that gentleman, and as many groans for 
the sitting member, Captain Frvtoy. 
Among the fancy work of modera legis- 


Manchester. Mr. Exrice said that, if! lators is the getting up of new sorts of 
the circumstance was not sufficiently! guards, corps, and so forth, to keep 
explained to the hon. Member for) down the people, and all to be paid by 


Oldham, he should have no objec- 
tion to strike out that part of the 
vote which related to Iuddersfield, 
on bringing up the report. Captain 
Fenron objected to the sum being sub- 
tracted from the estimates. Such a force, 


he thought, would be required for|Mr. Fiecpen’s 


that neighbourhood in consequence of 
what took place during the winter, and 
to provide against such occurrences in 
future. The application for this force 
had originated at a meeting held in the 
town, who made a representation to 
Government of the necessity for it. 
Mr. Fienpen wished to ask the hon. 
Member for Huddersfield whether the 
meeting of which he had just spoken 
was a public one, or called by the pub- 
lic authorities, Captain Fenton said 
it was a meeting. 


\the people. English soldiers, now-a- 
days, are collectors of tithes and taxes, 
| overlookers of factories and mills, guards 
'champétre, too, not unfrequently ; and, 
besides all this, they are the guards of 
houses and castles of unpopular men. 
pertinent question, 
“Who wants this corps, who asks for 


this corps?” put the Secretary-at-W ar 


to his tramps; and I should like very 
‘much that the poor fellows of Hudders- 
field who would have to bear the taxes 
for supporting this corps, should know 
at whose request they were about to 
have a little standing army 1 their 
town, and what were the reasons give? 
by those who made the application. 
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PLACARD. 
£2,000!! 
Proposed in the Army Estimates, 
FOR RAISING 


VOLUNTEERS AT HUDDERSFIELD! 


An important communication has 
been received, from @ Member of Par- 
liament, stating, that the sum of TWO 
THOUSAND POUNDS was proposed, 
on Friday last, for raising a Corps of 
Votunteers at Huddersfield ; and that 
it was affirmed, in the House of Com- 
mons, to have been applied for by a) 
Meeting held at thut pluce. 

Notice is hereby given, that 


A PUBLIC MEETING 


Of the Inhabitants of the Town and 
Neighbourhood of Huddersfield will be 
held in the Market-place, in the Even- 
ing of this day, at Six o’Clock; when 
further particulars respecting the said 
Communication will be read, and such 
Measures adopted as the Meeting may 
deem prudent. 
Wa. Srocks, jun., Constable, 


Huddersfield, Monday 
Morning, May 13, 1633. 





RESOLUTIONS. 


1. That this meeting has learned with 
equal surprise and regret, that an 
item has appeared in the army 
estimates, of 2,000/.,, for the sup- 
port of a Volunteer Corps, to be 
raised at Huddersfield. 

That this meeting is not aware of 
any public meeting being held in 
this town, to take into considera- 
tion any application to Government 
for any Volunteer Corps, or money 
to support such a corps. 

. That this meeting is most decidedly 
of opinion that any Corps of Vo- 
lunteers or Yeomanry Cavalry is not 
necessary to keep the peace of this 
‘town and neighbourhood. 

That a petition to the Commons 
House of Parliament, be immedi- 
ately forwarded, requesting the 
vote for 2,0001. for raising a Vo- 
lunteer Corps at Huddersfield, be 
Withdrawn, 
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5. That the cordial thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to John Fielden, Esq., 
M.P., for the prompt manner he 
has opposed this grant, and that he 
be most respectfully requested to 
present the petition, 

Witxiam Srocks, jun., 
Chairman. 











SOUTHWARK MEETING. 
REPEAL OF THE HOUSE AND WIN- 
DOW TAXES, 

( From the Morning Herald, 15, May). 


Two requisitions having been for- 
warded to the High Bailiff of South- 
wark (Joun Houmes, Esq.), requesting 
him to call a meeting, one of them 
signed by 218 names, for the purpose of 
petitioning Parliament for the repeal of 
the house and window taxes, and the 
other, signed by 5S names, for the re- 
peal of those taxes, and to consider the 
conduct of one of their representatives 
(William Brougham, Esq.), in voting 
against Sir John Key’s motion, to-day 
was fixed upon for that purpose. 

Mr. Sheriff Humpurey was received 
with loud cheers. 

At one o'clock the Hicu Batuire 
took the chair, when the requisitions 
were read. That having been done, he 
said—In compliance with the requisi- 
tions which you have just heard read, L 
have appointed the present time for 
holding a meeting to take into consi- 
deration the respective subjects which 
are mentioned in them. I have had so 
inuch experience of the excellent con- 
duct of the inhabitants of this borough, 
upon all occasions, that I feel it is un- 
necessary to request a candid and im- 
partial hearing for every individual who 
may address you, or a careful avoidance 
of any matters that are not fairly and 
reasonably connected with the object of 
the meeting. 1 have no doubt that 


whatever is done will be done forcibly, 
but at the same time temperately, and 
that we shall find, when the meetin 
has come to a close, that both you an 
I have been enabled to discharge our 
duty. I have given notice 0 this 
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meeting to both your representatives ; 
one of them is present, and | have re- 
ceived a letter from the other, which 
you will now hear read :— 


“* Mount-street, Saturday, May 1). 
“Sir,—IL have received your letter, 
stalling that you have appointed a 
public meeting of the electors of the 
borough of Southwark, to be held on 
Monday, the 13th inst. to consider 
the propriety of presenting a petition 
to the House of Commons, praying 
for a total repeal of the house and 
window taxes, and for the establi-h- 
ment of an equitable property tax. 
Upon this subject Ll continue to hold 
the same opinion which I have always 
expressed, and, therefore, if the 
meeting you have called recommend 
such a petition to be presented to 
Parliament, I beg to assure them that 
“it shall have my cordial support.” 
(Hisses). 

** If this alone had been the object of 
“the meeting, it would, undoubtedly, 
“have been my bounden duty, as one 
* of the representatives for the borough 
of Southwark, to attend, in order that 
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l might know the sentiments of my 
constituents upon a question so im- 


* portant to their interests. But when 


I find that my own conduct, relative 
to a single vole given by me in Parlia- 
ment, is also to be considered as mix- 
ed up with that question, I feel my- 
self justified in stating respectfully, 
yet at the same time most firmly, 
that [ cannot be present at such a 
discussion, without surrendering my 
usefulness as a Member of Parlia- 
ment, and my independence as a pub- 
lic man, at once, and for ever.” (Hisses 
and groans). 

“It is proposed to consider my vote 
“upon Sir John Key’s motion, with a 
“view to make me resign my seat in 
* Parliament, if the opinion of the 
* meeting should be against me. 

** Were I to make myself a party to 
“any such discussion, | should be ad- 
“ mitting a principle, which I, for one, 
“will vever recognise—a_ principle 
“which would at once destroy my free 
“agency as a member of the Legisla- 
“ture; which would convert me from a 
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‘‘ representative to a delegate; from a 


representative sent to Parliament un- 
pledged and unfettered, into a mere 
passive agent, looking to the direc- 
tion, and accountable to the will, of 
any section of his constituency. 
“ In absenting myself from this meet- 
ing, L on'y wish to mark my dissent 
from a principle, in’ my opinion, ut- 
terly destructive of the usefulness ofa 
deliberative assem!ly, and altogether 
inconsistent with right notions of re- 
presentative government. 
“It has been most painful to me to 
learn that a vote of mine, or any part 
of my conduct, has dissatisfied anv of 
my friends in Southwark. I gave 
that vote according to the best of my 
judgment, and whatever blame for 
doing so may be fixed upon me at a 
‘moment of excitement like the pre- 
sent, sure I am the time will come 
when justice will be done to the pu- 
rity of my motives, and to the inte- 
grity of my vole. 
‘*]T have the honour to be, Sir, vour 
very obedient and cbliged servant, 
“ W. Brovenam.” 
The Hien Barner then suggested 
that it would be better to take first into 
consideration the requisition for the re- 
peal of the house and window taxes. 
Mr. B. Woop was received with !oud 
cheers It was with great regret he felt 
there was any necessit; for the present 
meeting, because he knew that it was 
the distress which pervaded the middling 
classes which had called them together. 
He regretted also the necessity for call- 
ing this meeting ; but it would show to 
the administration of the country, which 
had been raised and supported by the 
people, that there did exist great dlis- 
‘ress, Which that administration, from 
their experience since they had been in 
office, ought themselves to have found 
out. That great distress did exist 
throughout the whole of the country, 
but particularly in London and its neigh- 
bourhood, every one present must adm't. 
‘Those taxes, respecting which they 
had met, more oppressed the inhabitants 
of towns than those of the country. 
Theamount of property a ne 
on which the house duty was charged 
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throughout the United Kingdom, ex- 
ceeded by a small sum eleven millions ; | 
out of that sam 5,900,000/. belonged to! 
London and its neighbourhood. (Shame, | 
shame). He had seen it stated in a 
very popular work (the Edinburgh Re- 
view) that * it was of very little import- 
*“ ance whether the house and window 
“ taxes existed or not, because il they were 
“taken off, the landlords would imme- 
“ diately add to their rents.” That and 
every other argument which had been | 
gone into by the reviewer against the. 
repeal of the house and window taxes, 
had been used on a late oceasivn in the 
House of Commons. What had the 
Government to do betweeu landlord 
and tenant? It was very much like 
the argument of the directors of the 
East India Company, during the recent 
discussion respecting their charter. 
Those directors appeared, for a time, 
entirely to have lost sight of their own 
interests, and they only required to show 
to the Government that the duty on tea 
could not be so easily collected if the 
trade to China were thrown open. Mr. 
Grant very pithily replied, that they 
had better mind their own business, and 
that Government would fiud a mode of | 
collecting the duty. So he (Mr. W.) said | 
to the gentlemenwhoused the arguments | 
respecting land!ord and tenant. It was 
the duty of Government to see that 
every Class labouring under distress was 
relieved to the utmost of their power, 
and that if the house and window taxes 
be found so oppressive, they should be 
removed. Another important objection 
Was the inequality of those taxes, and 
he was surprised that any man of com- 
mon sense could argue that they bore 
Wittiany degree of equality upon the 
various Classes of ‘the community. 
("ear), He would give an instance of 
their operation, The Marquis of West- 
tinster had expended a million of money 
in building Eaton Hall, and yet it was 
Only rated at 3507. (Cries of Shame, 
shame’. Those who argued against the 
repeal of those taxes, went so far as to 
Say, not only that it was fully rated, but 
that 't ought scarcely to be rated for 
anything, because, if the noble Marquis 
Should go abroad nobody would. 
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|to take it. He (Mr. Wood) contended 


that it ought to be rated according to 
what it cost. Every tradesman who 
built a house for himself was rated-at 
an annual value, according to the ori- 
ginal cost. ‘The noble Marquis, how- 
ever, paid but 42/. 10s per aonum, 


while many tradesmen paid the same 


sum for a house not a hundredth part the 
size. As for the juggle which had taken 


place respecting the malt tax, he con- 


tended that the motion had been fairly 
carried, and ought to have been put into 
immediate operation ; but although the 
people had worked with the Migisters, 
supposing them to be reformers, they 
now discovered in their caunduct a great 
deal of Tory trickery. With regard 
again to the Marquis of Westminster's 
palace, they would find by calculation, 
that althouyh he paid but 42/. 10s, for 
house and window taxes,if the same sum 
was expended in building 500 houses at 
2,000/. each, they would have to pay to 
those taxes, no less than 9,066/. 13%. 4d, 
(Cries of Shame, shame). He had, 
therefore, shown that while the pro- 
perty of the wealthy was protected 
avainst taxation, a gross injustice was 
committed towards the middling and 
industrious classes. (Hear, hear). It 
wasa burden that mustsvon be removed, 
but while the people were so anxious 
for their repeal, he entreated them to 
resort to only prudent, but at the same 
time, firm measures. He hoped, that 
from pursuing a steady and lawful 
course, they would not only bave those 
taxes repealed, but a great inany others, 
and that a property tax would be sub- 
stituted to make up the deficiency. 
(Cieers). He concluded by moving the 
first resolution. 

‘1. That the trading classes, who 
principally pay the house and window 
“ taxes, imposed as war taxes, are unable 
“ any longer to continue their payment ; 
“ and that such taxes ought, in the opt- 
“ nion of this meeting, to be instantly 
“ and totally repealed, as being unjust, 
“ partial, and oppressive, 48 appears 
“ from the following simple fact, among 
“ many others ;—That the Marquis. of 
‘© Westminster, having expended about 


|* one million.on Eaton Hall, in the 
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“county of Chester, is rated at only! that Government could not take off these 
“ 300/. per annum, and chargeable taxes. Not take them off! If they 
“thereupon with the annual paynient, would only reduce half the pensions, 
“ of 42/. 10s., whilst any person ex-/though they should reduce the house 
pending the like sum on 500 houses | and window taxes, they would have a 
in London at 2,0v0l. each, would be, | large surplus remaining. The Duke of 
allowing for ground rent, assessed at; Bedford paid 400/. for a house, for 
the yearly sum of 64,000/. and would, | which he ought to pay at least 3,000, 
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“therefore, be chargeable with the an- 


sé 


nual sum of 9,066/. 13s. 4d.” 

Mr. Paun came forward to second 
the resolution, amidst loud cries of 
** Adjourn,” aud ** No, no.” After the 
able statements made by the gentleman 
who had proposed the resolution, he 
should not intrude long upon the meet- 


But that noble Duke was a legislator, 
and the Legislature had shown that it 
/would legislate with a vengeance for 
the people. If the Dake of bucking- 
iham had been rated as he should have 
_been, he would have owed the country 
upwards of 15,0002. as ‘would the noble 
'Lord to whom he had before adverted. 


ing. That gentleman had stated the| But worst of all, those on whom the 
inequality of taxation that existed in the | burdens of the state fell the heaviest 
country, how the middling and lower | were the least protected. But the house 
classes had had the burdens of the state; and window duties were no longer a 
thrown on them for a series of years,| question with him. (Cheers). Ii the 
and how those who had great property| collector came to him what would be 
had contrived still to retain those bur-|his answer? Why, there they are, my 
dens. For what, he would ask, had the| chairs and tables, take them. (Tre- 
people been so anxious to obtain re-| Was he to under: 


mendous cheering). 
form? Why, in order to reform abuses, | stand from those cheers that they would 


| 


and this abuse appeared to him to be the | follow his example? (Cries of yes, yes, 
first that ought to have been reformed. | 


from all quarters). He was glad to 
The people had been for years labouring | hear them say so. He trusted the peo- 
under these oppressive burdens, and the| ple would adopt every legal means in 
time was now come when they should | their power to get rid of those odious 
no longer exist, for the people had sent | taxes, and would impress upon their 
forth their word that they would no/ different representatives that they were 











longer bear them, or pay such odious 
imposts, (Loud and long-continued 
cheering). He had heard a great deal 
about public faith. Now, he would ask, 
was it public faith to keep these taxes 
upon the shoulders of the people, when 
different administrations had promised 
that three years after the peace they 
should be taken off? In the county of 
Radnor there was not a house rated be- 
yond 20/. per annum ; yet in that county 
there were numberless gentlemen's 
seats, parks, and all that could tend to 
the luxuries of life. But in London 
there was hardly a person who had a 
house over his head who was not obliged 
to pay 20/. per annum in these taxes. 
Would the people allow such things as 
those to exist ? For himself, he could 
hardly speak with coolness on the sub- 
ject when he looked on its iniquity. 
(Loud cheers). But the people were told 


placed in the House of Commons like 
foremen of grand juries, and were bound 
to express the opinions of their cunst- 
tuents. The worthy Gentleman con- 
cluded by seconding the resolution. 

Mr. AkrRowsmira rose to propose 4 
verbal amendment, amid loud cries of 
adjourn. 

The Hieu Baier, after endeavour- 
ing for some time to obtain silence, 
stated, that the meeting had been ape 
pointed by him to be held in the Towa- 
Hall, at the request of the fayestion. 
‘They had now gone through nearly hal 
the business, and he felt confident, if they 
would only be quiet, that every thiz 
would be conducted quietly. (Cries? 
Adjourn again resounded from all par's 
of the room). 

Mr. Arrowsmira, amidst much con- 
fusion, moved the following amend- 
ment to the first resolution, ‘ Prov! 
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“the repeal can be effected without aj“ respect it has been highly satisfactory, 


“s commutation of taxes.” 

This amendment met with most de- 
cided marks of disapprobation, and ul- 
timately Mr. Arrowsmith withdrew it. 

At this period cries of ** Adjourn, ad- 
iourn, outside, outside,” were increased 
tenfold, and 

rhe Hies Baruirr finding it utterly 
impossible that the meeting could pro- 
ceed in the Town-Hall, adjourned it to 
the front, where several wagons were 
hastily put together for a hustings. 

The Hicu Baitirr then put the first 
resolution, and declared it to be carried 
unanimously, amid loud cheering. 

Mr. Tuomas, in proposing the second 
resolution, entered at length into the 
oppressive nature of the house and win- 
low taxes, and concluded by moving 

he following resolution :— 

“2. That this meeting is of opinion 
‘that the wealthy ought to be taxed 
‘in proportion to their means; and 
‘that if, after the abolition of all use- 
‘less and sinecure places and unme- 
‘rited pensions, and after every pos- 
‘sible reduction in the expenditure of 

‘the Government shall have been 
‘made, any deficiency shall be found 
in the revenue of the country, a fairly 
_imposed tax upon property ought to 
be adopted, in preference to the as- 
_ Sessed taxes, which so heavily em- 
barrass and oppress the industrious 
and commercial classes.” 
_Mr. Percivat seconded the resolu- 
on. 

Mr. ArrowsaurH addressed the meet- 
g amid some confusion, and concluded 
y Pete. the following amend- 
bent :— 
“ That the present impoverished con- 
dition of the people, so far as the 
same has arisen from taxation, both 
general and local, can be ameliorated 
and improved only by a reduction, 
an. not by a commutation of taxa- 
tion; and that whatever disappoint- 
ment may be experienced at the finan- 
cial statement of the Chancellor of the 
xchequer, in not announcing the 
total abolition of the assessed taxes to 
+e extent, at least, of the duties on 
cuses and windows, yet in another 





“inasmuch as the reductions proposed 
‘‘ have been without any measure fora 
** commutation.” 

No person appearing to second this 
amendment, it of course fell to the 
ground, after a few observations from, 
we believe, Mr. Ellis against it. ‘The 
original resolution was then put by the 
High Bailiff, and declared to be carried 
unanimously, 

Mr. Frocuerr then proposed the fol- 
lowing resolution :— 

‘“* 3. That a petition, founded on the 
** foregoing resolutions, be presented to 
* the House of Commons.” 

Mr. Locke having seconded it, it was 
declared to be carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hosss proposed the next reso- 
lution, which being seconded, was also 
carried amidst loud cheers. The reso- 
lution was as follows :— 

“4, That Mr. Sheriff Humphrey be 
‘ respectfully requested to present the 
“petition to the House of Commons, 
“and to support the prayer thereof; 
‘© and that Major Beauclerk be also re- 
“* quested to support such petition.” 

Mr. Sheriff Humpuery came forward 
to address the meeting, amidst the most 
enthusiastic cheering. He declared that 
since he had had the honour of filling the 
important post to which theyhad called 
him, he had deemed it to be his duty to 
obey the call of his constituents. He 
should, with great pleasure, perform the 
duty which they now assigned to him. 
of presenting their petition for the 
repeal of the house and window duties ; 
and he should? give the prayer of that 
petition his most strenuous and hearty 
support, feeling convinced that they 
were most oppressive in their operation. 
(Loud cheers). 

The whole of the resolutions connect- 
ed with the first requisition having been 
disposed of, the meeting then proceeded 
to the discussion of the subject con- 
nected with the second—namely, the 
conduct of W. Brougham, Esq., one of 
the representatives for Southwark, in 
having voted against Sir John Key's 
motion for the repeal of the house and 
window duties. 

Mr. Exxis having prefaced his reso- 
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lution with some comments upon the! 


course which had been pursued by Me. 
Brougham, notwithstanding the decla- 
ration of that hon. and learned Gentle- 
man, that the house and window 
taxes Ought to be repealed, moved a 
resolution to the effect, that he had, by 


his vote against Sir John Key’s motion, | 


forfeited the confidence of his consti- 
tuents, and that a requisition should be 
forwarded to him, calling upon him to 
resign the trust he vow held, into their 
hands. (Cheers). 

Mr. Tuomas seconded 
tion. 

Mr. Akrrowsmitn  reprobated 
course that was now about to be pur- 
sued as unconstitutioual, and, 
much confusion, moved the following 
amendinent :— 

“That, whatever difference of opi- 
nion may existin the constituency of 
Southwark, with respect to the vote 
given by Mr. Brougham on the mo- 
tion made for the repeal of the house 
and window duties, yet to call upon 
that Gentleman to vacate his seat in 
consequence, is to assume a power in. 
consistent with law, and repugnant to 
the principles of the constitution, and, 
by adopting a principle subversive of 


his resolu- 
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* establish a precedent inimical to pub- 


lic liberty, dangerous to internal 
peace, and injurious to the best inter- 
ests of the country.” 

Thisamendment met with the most 
decided opposition of the meeting, and, 
like the previous amendment proposed 
by the same speaker, fell to the 
ground, 

Thanks were then voted to Mr. 
Sheriff Humphery and to the High 
Bailiff, and both gentlemen having 
returned thanks, the meeting separated 
in the most peaceable manner. 
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BRUTAL ATTACK UPON THE 
PEOPLE AT SPA-FIELDS MEET- 
ING, BY THE POLICE. 

(From the Second Edition of the ** True Sun” 

of 13. instant). 


We have already givea an account of the 
“* precautivnary” measures adopted by the 
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Government, in reference to the meetings at 
Spa fields. By one o’clock there were about 
1,500 persons assembled on the waste piece of 
geound lying between Gray’s-iun-lane and 
the western side of Coldbath-fields Prison, 
The numbers continued tu increase until near 





the | 


amid | 


all order in society, will, in practice, | 


three o'clock, at which time there were, pro- 
bably, 3,000 persons assembled. At a few 
minutes before three a van drew up, iv which 
were six or seven members of the Committee 
of the Union of the Working Classes; but 
after remaining for afew moments, it moved 
,ou down Calthorpe-street, iuto Gray's-iun- 
jlane. A few minutes afterwards, Messrs, 
Mee and Lee, two of the Committee, were 
jseen to mount the railway enclosing the 
‘ground, and immediately opposite to the end 
‘of Calthorpe-street. Mr. Lee moved that Mr, 
| Mee should be considered as chairman. This 
was assented to by acclamatious, aud Mr, 
Mee proceeded to address the meeting. 

He said they were assemb'ed upou the pre- 
sent occasivu, to consider the couduct of the 
Government, aud to pass a resolution or two, 
| declaratory of the grievances of the working 
classes. He was gratified to bave the honour 

to address so numerous avd respectable au 

assembly; re-pectable, not because they pos- 
sessed coronets and splensid equ'pages, or 
(enjoyed peusions bestowed upon them by the 
Government; but respectable, because they 

were industrious aud pexceable men, pro- 
ducing all the wealth of society, and desirous 
vouly to enjoy a fair aud equitable share of it 
‘themselves. He cautioned them agaiust any 
attempts that might be made te imiduce a 
breach of the peace. He had been :o d, aud 
| believed, that Guvernment spies were amongst 
ithem, and that could portend wo good. He 
therefore besought them to be on their guard, 
|and to maiutain the most perfect order. 

At this momeut a cry of ** Police! Police ! 
was raised, and iu a few moments a lage body 
of the police, eight or ten deep, took up (heit 
station across the west-end of Calthurpe-street, 
while another numerous body stationed them- 
selves across the south end of the street, rl- 
ning at right-angies alung its east e.d. The 
ouly way of retreat left fur the people, there 
fore, Was aluug a narrow Street ruunlls to 
the north of the Calihorpe estate aud across 
the waste ground iv frout of the prison 4, 
tv cross which, however, they had to get uocer 
or over a breast paling, by which it was sue 
rounded—a thing scarcely possible, consider 
'ing the deuse mass which they formed. Tbet 
retreat being thus, in fact, alist who'ly = 
off, the body of pulice that had been statious 
acruss the end uf Calihorpe-street (the whole 
of them being armed with heavy staves) 0’ r 
iuto the street, with a quick step. Tue aan 
of persuns at this time filled the street vear'y 
one-third down, aud as the pulice aren 
wards them, the people fell back on each ~ 
aud made a passage for them ty advauce, 2 
large numbers who had the means of oe 
decemped. The body of police moved [0° 





ward without apy iuterruptiva, and mithow 
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being assailed (as is often the case), with a 
singe expression of disappr bation, When 
thy bad reached nearly to the ead of the | 
stre t. the people having been placed imuch | 
closer together, found it more diffieult to fal 
back, and make a passage for ther advance, 
ani as seon as tiey found it diitheuh lv pro 
ceed they commenced a most brutal and fero- 
ciwus attack with the we apous with which they 
were armed. They struck in'every direeciion, 
and men, women, and children were indisecri- 

minaelyv aimed at. All wh» could do so fled, 
it wicestricken, buta large number were siruck 
tutte ground, sometianes by two or three po- 
beemen, acdia several iastances we saw per- 
sous struck by the ferocious and brutal vil 

laius os trey lay on the ground. ‘The sight 
was appalling, and from several of the baleo- 
nies aud windows which overl oked it, there 
were loud acd impassioned cries of ** Shame, 
shume.”” Tue crowd immediately connected 
with the procee jings of the Unison hiving been 
thus dispersed, the policemen looked around 
them for the stravglers, or those wh. had been 
alr cled by were curiosity. Iu several iustances 
two or three pulicemen seized a person staud- 
ing quie:ly at a dour by the collar, aud upon 

lisremoustratiug on such treatmect, be was 
leled to the ground by their blows. Que ofl 
these ruffians a-saulted a respectable female, 
who was qwetly looking on. He gave her twoor 
three violent thrusts with his staff, aud, but 
lor the lndiguapt cries of a number of geutie- 
inet ina balcony at the corner of Calthorpe- 

sircet, he would, without coubt, have struck 
her down A bak r, who was delivering 

bread at differeut fiouses in the street, receiv- 
ed ‘our severe cuts ou the head; and a large 
bumber were carried or led off to the nergh 

bouriag surgeons to have their wounds dressed. 
Suce writiog the above account, we lave as- 
certained shat a policeman, vemed Cu ley, of 

the C division, was siabbed to the heart, aud 
fel dead iustantly. Wis brother, also a po- 
liceman in the same division, was hike- 
Wise stabbed, aud it is supposed by ‘be same 
hau, but not mortally. Sergeant Brook was 
aso Stabbed in the breast, and a number of 
ethers partially wounded. Mr. Baker, the 
Superintendent of the C division, had vearly 
lost his life. A man named Fursiey, who it is 
‘posed murdered the unfortunate pulice- 
Mau, made a thrust at his breast with «@ 
da_ger, but nis arm was arrested by two pri- 
Vales named Ossett aud Merchant. Fursiry 
Was taken into custody, end carried into a 
stable, where a number of ovher prisoners 
Were, aod in the straw uear where Le was 
Stsnding was found a dirk, with three «edges 
to it, aud a remarkably sharp point, about a 
foot 1u length, aul which the surgeons are of 
Yrulon was the weapon used iv stabbing Cul- 
‘Y, aud also the uther policeman. Besides 
“uich there was a horse-pistol loaded to the 
mvzzie with powder and ball. ‘There are 
abuut twenty-five prisoners in custody, 
sougst whom is Lee, who proposed’ Mee tu 
‘ake thechair, ‘The latter hes at present es- 


caped. There were several small truncheons 
teken from the prisoners, loaded with lead, of 
a tost formidable description, besides pieces 
of iron with sharp poiuts, secured in woodea 
handles. Lord Me.bourne ave all the metro- 
politau magistrates were present, and had 
taken their station in aroom of the House of 
Correction which commanded a view of the 
scene of not, 

The whole of the prisoners were removed, 
Secureiy boutd, to various station-houses, 
uutil they could be examined. 





ADDRESS TO MEMBERS OF PAR- 
LIAMENT ON Tiikk PLAN OF 
EMANCIPATION TO BE PRO- 
POSED BY GOVERNMENT. 

Anti-Slavery Society's Office, Aldermanbury, 
Alay 13, i833. 

On the 18. of April, 1853, a dele- 
gation of 339 individuals, from large 
associated bodies in all parts of Great 
Britain and Ireland, waited on his 
Majesty’s Ministers, and presented to 
them asetof resolutions and a memorial 
on the subject of colonial slavery, from 
which we extract the following explicit 
declaration of their sentiments :—** As 
“the negro race have already suffered 
*‘ the grossest injustice, from detention 
* in a state of slavery, we declare our 
“decided disapprobation of any plan 
«« whereby they, by their labour or other- 
“wise, may be compelled to pay, in whole 
‘Sor m part, for their emancipation, 
‘“which we deem to be their right, by 
“the law of God, and by the clearest 
‘principles of justice. For such a 
‘* state of society” (as exists in our slave 
colonies) “we are firmly convinced 
“that there is but one remedy—we 
‘‘ mean the total extinction of slavery ;” 
and ‘if Christianity is to be maintained 
‘‘and promoted, slavery must cease. 
“ We entreat his Majesty’s Ministers 
“not to contemplate any imperfect 
“measure of emancipation, We are 
* deeply convineed that the negro must 
“ be fully restored to hts rights, and that 
“no scheme of emancipatian which 
“ would leave him half a slave and half 
“a freeman, would tend materially 
“either to his own benefit, or to the 
* tranquillity of the colonies. We re- 
 spectfully insist on the necessity of a 





“* fall and absolute change from the 
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‘* irresponsible rule of the slave-holder 
“‘ to the responsible authority of a law- 
‘* ful government; from a. state of so- 
“ ciety in which the labour is compelled 
“ by the whip, to one in which it shall 
“ have its appropriate stimilus of ade- 
‘quate wages. A_ British public, 
“forming its decirion on the eternal 
‘“* principles of justice and religion, is 
“unalterably fixed in its judgment, 
“that the slaves in our colonies have 
“an indefeasible right to their free- 
“dom without delay, and that this 
“is the only ‘ safe and _ satisfac- 
‘tory ground of legislation on the 
*‘ subject.” In conclusion they added, 


** We feel bound publicly and emphati-; 


“cally to declare, that while slavery 
** obtains under any form, however mo- 
* dified or however sanctioned, we will 
** never relax from our efforts nor swerve 
*‘ from our purpose, but will exert all 
“ the influence which we may collectively 
* or individually possess, to effect by all 
*‘ legitimate means an immediate and 
** entire abolition,” 

In reply to the memorial which con- 
tained these clear and unambiguous de- 
clarations, Viscount Althorp and Mr. 
Stanley, though they declined to enter 
into the details of the measure which 
his Majesty’s Ministers were about to 
lay before Parliament, yet expressed 
their hope that that measure might 
prove both safe and satisfactory. These 
words were naturally hailed by the dele- 
gates as an assurance in which they 
might implicitly confide, that the con- 
templated plan would accord, in its 
general principles, or at least would not 
be very widely at variance, with the views 
of the memorialists. Their mortification, 
therefore, must be extreme to witness 
the appearance in the public prints 
on the evening of the 11. instant, of the 
following document there exhibited as 
an authentic outline of the plan of eman- 
cipation which Government intends to- 
morrow, the 14. instant, to propose for 
the adoption of Parliament. 





PLAN OF SLAVE EMANCIPATION. 
I. That every slave, upon the passing 
of this act, should be at liberty to claim, 


before the protector of slaves, custos of money-payment weekly, 
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the parish, or such other officer as shall 
be named by his Majesty for that pur- 
pose, to be registered as an apprenticed 
Jabourer. 

Il. That the terms of such appren- 
tice should be— 

ist. That the power of corporeal pu- 
nishment should be altogether taken 
from the master, and transferred to the 
magistrate, 

2ud. That in consideration of fyad 
and clothing, and such allowances as are 
now made by law to the slave, the |a- 
bourer should work for his master three- 
fourths of his time, leaving it to be settled 
by contract, whether for three-fourths 
of the week or of each day. That bya 
day is here understood only ten hours, 
seven anda half of which are to be for 
the master, as above, in consideration of 
food, clothing, and lodging, and thatall 
the time above such hours is not to be 
affected by these regulations. That 
such apprentices shall immediately en- 
joy all rights and privileges of freemen; 
shall be capable of giving evidence in all 
courts, criminal as well as civil, and as 
well against their employers as against 
any other persons; of serving upon 
juries, and in the militia; of attending 
whatever place of worship or teacher of 
religion they please ; and shall have and 
enjoy all other rights and privileges 
whatsoever of British subjects. 

3rd. That the labourer should have 4 
right to claim employment of his master 
for the remaining one-fourth of his 
time, according to a fixed scale of 
wages. 

4th. That during such one-fourth of 
his time the labourer should be a 
liberty to employ himself elsewhere. 

5th. That the master should fix 4 
price upon the labourer at the time of 
his apprenticeship. 

6th. That the wages to be paid by 
the master should bear such a propor 
tion to the price fixed by him, that for 
the whole of his spare time, if given to 
the master, the negro should receive 
1-12th of his price annually ; and in 
proportion for each lesser term. |. 

7th. That every negro, on becoming 
an apprentice, be 
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and clothing, should he’ prefer it; the latures for the promotion of industry, or 
amount to be fixed by a magistrate the prevention of vagrancy, applicable 
with reference to the actual cost of the to all classes of the community. And 


legal provision. 
Sth. That every apprenticed labourer 
be bound to pay a portion, to be fixed, 


that respectable persons wholly uncon- 
nected with the colonies, shall be sent 
out to act as district magistrates and 


of his wages, half-yearly, to an officer | other officers, for the protection of the 
to be appointed by his Majesty. negroes and preservation of the peace. 
Oth. That in default of such payment | IX. That upon the recommendation 
the master be liable, and, in return, of the local legislatures, his Ma‘esty 
may exact an equivalent amount of! will be prepared to recommend to Par- 
labour, without payment, in the succeed- | liament, out of the revenues of this 


ing half-year. 

‘loth. That every apprenticed NETO, | 
on payment of the price fixed by his | 
master, or such portion of it as may | 
from time to time remain due, be ab- 
solutely free. 

lith, That every such apprentice 
may borrow the sum so required, and 
bind himself, by contract, before a ma- 
gistrate, for a limited period as an ap- 
prenticed labourer to the lender. 





country, to grant such aid as may he 
deemed necessary for the due support of 
the administration of justice, of an efli- 
cient police establishment, and ofa ge- 
neral system of religious and moral 
education. 

X. And that with this view effectual 
protection shall be given to all teachers 
of religion of whatever persuasion. 


It is difficult to conceive on what 


lil. That a loan to the amount of | ground Lord Althorp and Mr. Stanley, 
15,000,000/. sterling be granted to the |immediately after listening to the lan- 
proprieturs of West Indian estates and} guage of the memorial cited above, 
slaves, on such security as may be ap- | should indulge the hope that its framers 
proved by commissioners appointed by | could regard such a plan with satisfac- 
the Lords Commissioners of his Ma- | tion, diametrically opposed, as it is in 
jesty’s Treasury. isome respects, to their solemnly and 


IV. That such loan be distributed | 
among the different colonies, in a ratio | 
the plan of the Government being now 
placed in juxta-position, it is unneces- 
sary, and from the shortness of the time 
allowed for discussion, it is obviously 
‘impossible, to enter at length into the 


compounded of the number of slaves 
and the amount of exports. 

V. That the half-yearly payments 
hereinbefore authorised tou be made by 
the apprenticed negroes, be taken in 
liquidation of so much of the debt 
contracted by the planter to the public. 
VI. That all children who, at the 
time of the passing of this act, shall be 
under the age of six years be free, and 
be maintained by their respective 
parents, 

VII, That in failure of such mainte- 
hance they be deemed apprentices to 
the master of the parents (without re- 
ceiving wages), the males till the age of 
*4, the females to the age of 20, at 
Which periods respectively they and 
ra children, if any, shall be absolutely 

e. 

_VITE. That this act shall not prevent 
his Majesty from assenting to such acts 





deliberately avowed principles. 
The memorial of the delegates, and 


various points, either of divergence, or 
of direct contrariety, which may exist 
between them. It must suffice on this 
occasion briefly to advert to the most 
material of them. 

1. Throughout the whole plan the 
unrighteous principle seems to be re- 
cognised, that man may justly and le- 
gally be dealt with as the property, the 
chattel of his fellow man, 

2. The radical injustice is also in- 
volved in it of compelling the slave to 

y the price of his enfranchisement. 
This indeed, is the gue vice of 
aba oceans, a e removal - 
which would of itself obviate many o 
its other defects and anomalies, ~~ es- 

3 





as may be passed by the colonial legis-| pecially that system of apprenticeship 
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whether of the young or old, which | 
experience has proved alike unprofitable | 
and demoralizivg to the 


to the employer 
labourer. 

3. This complicated and _ pernicious 
system of long apprenticeships is but a 
clumsy substitute for the simple expe- 
dient of giving to the labourer adequate 
Wages in return for effective labour; an 
expedient of which the uniform efficacy 
is established by the universal and un- 
varying experience of mankind in every 
ave, and which is obviously far better 
suited to the intellizence and habits of 
the negro labourer, and far more adapted 
to promote the interests of the capi- 
talists, than any scheme of apprentice- 
ship can possibly be made. It seems 
unreasonable to assume, as this plan 
does, that the negro can be adequately 
affected by the overation of the complex 
and remotely prospective benefits to be 
thus attained, and yet that he shouid not 
feel the direct and immediate force of 
the more comprehensible stimulus of 
adequate wages. A proneness to idle- 
ness and inaction would be the almost 
infallible result of the former, and of the 
latter growing habits of industry and 
persevering exertion. 

4. Under the proposed plan the real 
stimulus to labour would still continue 
to be the bcutal, degrading, and demo- 
ralizing application of corporeal punish- 
ment, instead of the potent influence of 
the stimulants of want and wages, the 
non-fulfilment of contracts for labour 
being liable to the only legitimate penal- 
ties of fine, imprisonment, and, if need 
be, penal labour. At the same time it is 
most fully and gladly edmitted, that the 
transfer of the power of corporeal punish- 
ment from the irresponsible and: inte- 
rested master, to the independent, dis- 
interested, and responsible magistrate, 
is an immeasurable improvement on the 
present system. 

5. No precise time is fixed by this 
plan for the final cessation of slavery, 
which may still be prolonged under its 
provisions for twelve years, and even for 
a still more distant period. And yetthat 
condition having been recognised as a 
crime by the Government and the Par- 
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liament, and the nation at large, is it 
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fit that that crime should be indefinitely 
and unnecessarily protracted, and for 
the sordid purpose of exacting from the 


| negro the price of his liberation, in order 


that we may, in fact, be repaid the pe. 
nalty of our own guilt ? 

6. The course proposed to be pursued 
with respect to the fathers and mothers 
of families, whose whole time is already 
appropriated either to the master’s 
service or to their own redemption; 
namely, that of compelling them to 
inaintain their infant children, at the 
hazard of seeing them, after haviag 
been declared absolutely free, doomed, 
for a long term of fourteen or eighteen 
years to a second servitude, seems not 
only impolitic, but cruel and unjust, and 
calculated by its operation to unfit the 
young for future freedom. The aliera- 
tions already proposed of freeing tie 
parents from the necessity of toiling 
for their own redemption, and of paying 
them adequate wages for their effective 
labour, would wholly obviate this dire 
necessity. 

7. The total inadequacy of the means 
provided for the sustentation of the la- 
bourer, end his infant family, will be 
best understood by those who are it: 
quainted with the miserable insufl- 
ciency of the legal provisions of ‘he 
existing Colonial Slave Codes, for the 
food, clothing, and lodging of the sl ives, 

8. The reference to the colonial as 
semblies of measures for promoting !0- 
dustry, preventing vagrancy, &c., after 
the experience they have afforded of 
their total incapacity to legislate beae- 
ficially for their bondsmen, might be 
sjared; but that measures for the due 
administration of justice, and for a gene 
ral system of religion and moral educi 
tion, should in any measure be con- 
nected with, or made to depend upo% 
their recommendation, is still more © 
jectionable. Will it be endured for one 
moment by the Christian people of a 
land, including not only the members 
the established church, but of te 
various bodies of Dissenters and -t 
thodists, that those should be spec!«""Y 
intrusted with the high and sae 
fanctions here ‘to them, whose 


hostility to religion is avowed and 0” 
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torious—by whom so many of the houses 
of God have been uprooted from their 
foundations—the faithful ministers of 
his Gospel outraged, persecuted, and 
xiled—and their followers among the 
slaves, lacerated, tortured, and slain ? 

9, The plan now considered appears, 
moreover, to be confined in its opera- 
ion to the slaves of the western hemi- 
phere, but it is clear that it ought to 
be extended to the Cape of Good Hope, 
he Mauritius, Ceylon, and India, and in 
hort, without any exception, to every 
art of the globe subject to the domi- 
pion of the British Crown. 

These hints must suffice for the pre- 
ent to bring before the eyes of the le- 
islature the defects of the proposed 
lan, for some parts of it are unexcep- 
ionable, in the hope that they may in- 
luce the Government to introduce the 
ulterations and amendments, which 
iay serve to obviate those defects. Of 
his they may rest assured, that the 
Dritish public is fully alive to the im- 

rlance of the questions et issue, and 
xpects that each of its representatives 

ill do his duty on this solemn and 
upremely important occasion. 

by Order of the Committee of the 
AnU-Slavery Society, 

‘T'nomas Parincie, 
Secretary. 





From the LONDON GAZETTE, 


Fripay, May 10, 1833. 
INSOLVENT. 


EE,A, Surrey-street, Strand, music-seller. 


BANKRUPTCIES SUPERSEDED. 
ATHOW, CG. T., Wood-street, Cheapside, 
whole ale haberdasher. 
BIME SON, J.M,, Fratiog, Essex, catile-jobber. 


BANERUPTS, 
PARTON, W., St 
Oras cahinet- maker, 
-EMAN, S., Totteubam, Middlesex, florist 
and Hurserywoman, 
AVIES, A., Tipton, Staffordshire, iron- 
puter aud engine-manufacturer. 
N, J. C., Chatteris, Cambridgeshire, | 


common-brewer, 


Saviour’s Churchyard, 


HUNTER, G., Bury-street, St. James's, wine- 


merchant. 


QUARTERMAN, J., Wanstead, Essex, coach- 
builder. 

RYLAND, G., Birmingham, drysalter, 

SCHOLEFIELD, S., Oidham and Heywood, 
Lancashire, grocer. 

SHILSTON, J. and W., Plymouth, ship- 
builders. 

SPAFFORD, S., Salford, corn miller and 
drog-grinder. 

STOCKER, S., Bristol, victualler. 

THIRKELL, W., Caval Brewery, Neate- 
street, Surrey, brewer. 


TOLLEY, W., Richmond, Surrey, saddler. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 
BLACK or PATON, J., Paisley, cloth-mer- 


chant, 
GARDNER, J., Edinburgh, apothecary. 
MUNRO, H., Strumness, ship-agent. 


Turspay, May 14, 1633. 
BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED. 


GREIG, A. M., Crewkerve, Somersetshire, 
wive-mercbant. 


BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED, 
MELLOR, J., Manchester, tailor. 


BANKRUPTS. 


CARR, W., Bartholomew place, Bartholomew- 
close, timber-merchaut. 

COTTON, R. and J. Keam, Oreston, Devon- 
shire, quarrymen, 

DREW, J., Mawchester, auctioueer, and 
Dintivng, Derbyshire, calico-printer. 

GREENACRE, J., Old Keut-road, Southwark, 
grocer. 

GROCOCK, J., Powis-street, Woolwich, cure 
rier. , 

VERRINDER, B., Davies-street, Berkeley- 
square, coal-merchant. 


SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 


BOYD, J., Leith, merchant. 
ROSS, A. and Co., Cowgate, Edinburgh, 
grocers, 





LONDON MARKETS. 


Mank-Lane, Corn-Excnanoe, May 13.— 
The receipts of Wheat this moruing from Keat 
aud Suff Ik were very limited, but from Essex 
we hada fair supply. At the opening of the 
market, the Goverument contract for 2,200 
qrs. of red Wheat, 800 qrs. of white do, and 
500-qrs. of Peas, being publicly annpunerd 
tended to render the t rather firm, @ 





SUN-ftreet, G 


EYWOOD, J, S. and W. C, Harrison, Nel- 
reeuwich, grocers. 


, need by demanding higher 
Ne ee caver, pentning wo 
ples experienced a very 
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sale at last Monday's currency, and the 
secondary and inferior parcels were perfectly 
nominal in value; and to have effected sales 
lower prices must have been submitted to. 
The fulfilment of half the contract not 
taking place uutil the 3lst of May, and the 
remainder on the 15th of June, will affurd 


Marxers. 
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Norfolk home-breds, about a fourth short- 
horns, and the remaining fourth about equal 
numbers of Devons and Welsh runts, chiefly 
(say about 1,600 of them) from Norfolk; with 
about 150 of the Scots by steam-vessels, from 
Scotland ; a few of the different breeds above- 
mentioned, and about 40 Herefords from Lin- 





factors time fur the purchase of the required 
amouvt. Old Wheat sustained no variation | 
in price, and for bonded qualities we heard of 
bo inquiry. 

The best descriptions of Barley continued 
extremely dull at 28s. to 3is.; distilling 
qualities were in limited request at 24s. to 25s. 
but for grinding there was little or no demand. | faced crosses, inthe proportion of ove of the 

Nothing doing in quar | former to three of the latter; about a fifth 

Oats continuing In pners supply caused | South Downs ; and the remaining fifth about 
good fresh Corn to be salable at last Monday's equal numbers of polled Norfolks, Kents, and 
quotations. Kentish half-breds ; with afew pens of h rned 

Beans coming more freely to band were | Norfolks and Dorsets, old Leicesters and Line 
very dull sale, on scarcely so good terms as cojns, horned and polled Scotch and Welsh 
the previous week, : _ "| Sheep, &c. About four-fifths of the Lambs 

Very few Peas offering, and prices main- appeared to be in equal numbers of new 
tained. ; Leicesters and Dorsets; the remaining fifth 

fhe Flour trade continues extremely heavy chiefly West Sussex South Downs, The Sheep 
at former quotations, were nearly all out of their wool, whence the 

Wheat .. .cseccceceess-oee S48. to Gls. | depression in their price is chiefly owing to 

Rye ..cee: 32s, to 34s. | the alteration, caused by their being shorn, 

Barley.... 2Is. to 23s. | in the value of their skin. 

ANE. cecccccccece. 2S, to 3s, 

Peas, White........- 30s. to 32s, 

Boilers.... 36s. to —s. 
Grey.... oe 28s, to 29s. 

Beans, Small..........+. —S.» to —S. 
27s, to 29s. 
22s. to 23s. 
l4s, to 18s. 
48s. to 50s. 


colnshire, Leicestershire, Northamptonsbire, 
and our western and midland districts ; about 
50 Sussex Beasts, a few Irish Steers, Cows, 
Heifers, Staffords, &c.; and about 60 Town's- 
end Cows. 

Full three-fifths of the Sheep appeared to be 
new Leicesters, of the South Down and white- 








MARK-LANE.—Friday, May 10. 


The arrivals this week are moderate. 
market dull at the prices of Monday. 
THE FUNDS. 
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87§| 87§| 872 
Was Published on the 1. of May, 
Price Two Shillings, 

OBBETT’S MAGAZINE; a Monthly 
Review of Politics, History, Science, 
Literature, Arts, &c. &c. The Contents of 
the Number are as fullows :—The Drama and 
Dramatic Literature—~Scenes in the Sister 
Island.—Law of Arrest for Debt.—Paulinas 
Letters to her Kinsfolk.—Fine Arts.—The 
Forfeit Pledge—The Ballot in America— 
Lines by a Lady.—My Old Regiment.—The 
cm of Night.—The British Museum.— 
migration.—Ode to the People of France.— 
The Jews.—Events of the Month.—Critical 
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Oats, Potato:... eeeereeetee 
PURE ce eccecscoddcs ee 
Flour, per sack eeeteeeevee 


PROVISIONS. 


Bacon, Middles, new, 34s. to 36s. per cwt. 
Sides, new... 38s. to 40s. 

Pork, India, new.... 112s. to 115s. 

—— Mess, new ... 603. to 63s. per barl. 

Butter, Belfast ....60s. to 62s. per cwt. 

—— Carlow .....60s. to 70s, 

wee Cork ......645. to 68s, 

—— Limerick ..—s, to —s, 
Waterford. . 48s. to 54s. 
Dublin ....46s. to 50s, 

Cheese, Cheshire....40s. to 66s. 
Gloucester, Double, , 46s. to 58s. 


Tues. 


Wed.| Thor, 
87 | 87 


3 per Cent. 
Cons, Aun, 





Gloucester, Single. .. 40s. to 46s, 
Edam .......40s. to 50s. 
Gouda ...... 40s. to 50s. 

Hams, Irish,.......44s. to 54s, 





SMITHFIELD.—May 13. 


This day's supply of each kind of fat stock 
was limited, but trade was, throughout, very 
dull, With Beef and Lamb at an advance, 
Mutton at a depression, of from 2d to 4d per 
stone; with Veal and Pork at Friday's quo- 
tations, 

About a moiety of the Beasts appeared to be 


Seuss, intermixed with perhaps about 200 








Notices.— Literary Intelligence.—Theatres.— 
The Suffulk-street Gallery.—Melling’s Ex- 
hibition of Statuary.— Panorama of the Siege 
of Antwerp, and Stirling Castle.—Colosseum. 
—National Gallery of Practical Science 


The Markets. ; 
Published at No. 11, Bolt-court, Fleet: 


treet; and by Effingham tbe Royal Ex- 

change, To be had of all Ne »n and Book- 

sellers throughout the country. ‘ 
N.B. The second edition of No. I. is just 


published. — 
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